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Suffer me that I may ſpeak, and after that I have 
ſpoken mock ont. 


ON of man {ſaid the Lord to Ezehiel) I fend 
thee to a rebellious people; but they will not 
hearken unto Thee, for they will not hearken unto 
ME! Thus awful declaration, which the Lord 
made to the prophet, would have checked the aſſur- 
ing thought, That the following pages could have 
any influence towards reſtoring mankind to the wor- 
ſip of that One True and ON Ly Gop, who is 
our Creator, Redeemer and Regenerator 


#t not been for the further conſideration, That na- 
A 2 turaliſis 


+ The immediate reference to ſcripture paſ- 
ſages being apt to occaſion confuſion to the reader, 
a table of the texts quoted or alluded to, is in- 
 terted at the end of each volume. 
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* turaliſis frequently neglef the beauties of the roſe 
| and paſhon-flower, yet will admire the humble clia- 
momile, which flourtſhes - beneath the. trampler”s 
foot, and ſmiles upon the power that bends it 
| down. 
1 Axegard for the eternal welfare of mankind 1s 
| not inconſiſtent with the tare of thety mortal bodies; 
conſequently it is not incompatible with my profe/- 
fron to write in defence of a doctrine. which ts the 
foundation of our hopes of immortal happineſs ;— 
a doctrine, fo plaiuly fet forth in the facred writ- 
ing perfettly according wth the juſtice and 
mercy of God; -a doctrine which gives the glory 
of ſalvation only to that Droine Exiſtence who 
hath declared, That © there ts no SAVIOUR beds 
him,” and which. acknowledges that * Feſus Chriſt 
25 GOD over all ;” yet maintains, That © the Lord 
our God is one Lord.” | | 
 Chnijiranity wants no Apology, nor does the 
dloctrine of Chriſt s Divinity want a Plea. They 
are founded. pon the everlaſting word of God, for 
thus faith the Lord, © I will have mercy upon tte 
houſe of Fudah, and I will ſave them by the LORD 
 thar GOD; and as it 25 impoſſible for God to 
| ; 5 lie,” 
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lie, every fincere chriſtian cannot but be alarmed, 
at the efforts daily making to deftroy this article. f 
our faith, and d:grade the Gop of SALVATION, 
the CREATOR of all things, into'a Creature. 
Some readers may, perhaps, be diſappointed at. 
Finding little more in the following pages than 
feriptural quotations. However very little more 

is intended, theſs volumes being only meant to diſ- 

cover, Whether the holy records, impartially Au- 

died, are ſufficient to prove, That Jeſus Chriſt 18 
properly and truly GOD? But as ſo many 
learned perſons have written upon thts important 
ſubjea, it may be neceſſary to make ſome further 

apology for this plain and ſimple publication: 

Mr. 7ebls Reaſons for reſigning his preferment 

| in the Church was the firjt publication J ever ſaw 
| upon the ſubjet, and I then thought his arguments 
convincing. Soon after I ſuw Mr. Robinſon's. 
Plea for Chris Divinity, and I then found myſelf 
exactly in the ſituation in which James I. is de- 
ferived to be in the Court of King's Bencht. But 
; acci- 

+ As the anecdote here alluded to is very ap- 


plicable, and may not be known to every reader, 
it 


"i PREFACE 
accidentally opening to the portion of the goſpel 
appointed to be read ꝛn the Eftabliſhed Church on 
LD St. 
it is hoped the infertion of it in a note will not 
need any apology:—A. ſhort time after James I. 
came to the throne of England, he took it in his 
head one day to go and hear cauſes in Weſtmin- 
fler-hall. Being ſeated on the bench, a cauſe 
came on, which the counſel ſet forth to ſuch ad- 
vantage 1n favour of the plaintiff, that the royal 
judge ſoon ſaw the juſtice of it ſo clearly, that he 
frequently cried out, © I'ſe ken the matter unco 
weel! The gude mon is i' the reeght! the gude 
mon is i' the reeght! He mun ha' it! he mun he? 
it!” The plaintiff's counſel having ended, the 
king was for determining the cauſe immediately, 
and was with difficulty perſuaded, by the judges 
of the court, to hear both parties before he paſſed 
But the defendant's counſel had 


judgment. 
fcarcely begun their reply, when his Majeſty ap- 
peared greatly diſcompoſed, and was ſo puzzled 
as they proceeded, that he had not patience to 
hear them out, but ſtarting up in a paſſion, cried, 
4 Ie hear na mair; ye're au knaves alecke! Ye 
gt eachother the lec, and neicher's i' th? reeght.“ 
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Sv. Phalip and St. James, the Divinity of our Sa- 
wour appeared ſo plain that I could not help con- 
cluding his own words to be veriſied: For judg. 
ment I am come into the world, that they whach [ox 
noc might ſee, and that they which ſee * be 
made blind.” | 

Some years after this, I 2 a ſmall traf on the 
Unity of God, by J. C. E/q; and jmce that I have 
read Mr. Lindſcy s celebrated Apology. Moft of 
the arguments of theſe two authors appear to me 
very weak, and I have taken great liberties with 
them in the courſe of thts work, though, it is pre. 

ſumed, not in any manner inconſiſtent with the 
charatter of a candid enquirer. 

Not being ſatisfied with any of the publications 
above-mentioned, ** then I ſaid, I beſeech thee, O 
Lord, let me have underſtanding,” and I deter- 
mined to make uſe of that liberty wherewith 
Chrift hath made me free,” and to judge for my- 

elf. The method of enquiry I purſued is contained. 
in the following pages, and the intent of ſending 

them into the world is to aſſiſt the ignorant, and to 

enable them © to give an anſwer to every man that 

aſteth a reaſon of the hope that is in them? The 

| reſult 
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reſult of the enquiry, to myſelf, has been a thorough. 
condiction, That the ſcriptures ſet forth the diſtinc- 
fon of Father and Son as only one Gop, like as 
the ſoul and body are but one man, How far the 
ame arguments and mode of enquiry may operate 
upon another, is not for me to determine. If my 
eyes are blinded ſo that I am yet groveling in the j 
durl, I pray to the © FATHER of Licurts,” to 
* open my eyes that I may ſee,” as he did thoſe of 
Eliſha's ſervant; but if I have rightly declared 
the Myſtery of Chriſt,” may he who ſaid, © And 
J. if I be lifled up from the earth, will draw all nen 
unto me,” bleſs the preſent work to every reader, 
and grant that it may prove a means of haſtenins 
that happy period, when the SON ſhall come in the 
glory of the FATHER; 2. e. ven the Lord Jeſus 
ſhall be acknowledged as the True and Only Lord Y 
| of Heaven and Earth, and * all fleſſi ſhail know, i 
. That the LORD, our Saviour and Redeemer, 10 1 
the Miohrv GOD of Jacob!“ 


J. HO DSO N. 
| Great Marlborough-ftreet, 
January, 1787. 
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Is there a Cod beſides ME? Yea, there is no 
bod, I know not any. IIa. xliv. 8. 


VOL, I. 3 
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Lo0k unto ME, and be ye ſaved, all the ends of the 
earth; for I AM God, and there is none elſe. 


HERE cannot be a more 1mportant article 
| of the chriſtian faith, nor one more wor- 
thy a thorough inveſtigation, than that reſpett- 
ing the DivixiTY of our RepetMER. An 
enquiry into the truth of this doftrine is of the 
higheſt moment, not merely as it concerns the 
Ejtablifhed Church of this kingdom, but as it re- 
gards the eternal ſalvation of mankind in general, 
whether Conformiſts or Non-conformiſts; for 
if Jeſus Chriſt be only a Man, a Meſſenger, or a 
Prophet, and not God, then have the generality 
of the chriſtian world, from the time of the 

B 2 apoſtles 
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apoſtles to the preſent period, been guilty of groſs 

idolatry, in paying that adoration to the creature, 

| which is due only to the creator; ſince, if it was 

| not GOD who * took on him the ſeed of Abra- 

| ham,” it muſt be allowed, That the perſon, how- 

| ever dignified his commiſſion or exalted his 

| Ration, hath perverted what all writers muſt 
acknowledge to have been one great end of his 
coming into the world, viz. To turn mankind. 
From idolatry to the worſſnp of the True God; 

 inſteadof which, he hath, at beſt, but allured them | 

b- from one ſpecies of idolatry to another, and, in | 

3 many inſtances, from the worſhip of he Live |} 
| inc God” to that of himſelf: and in this caſe | 

| | « weare of all men moſt miſerable; for we are 

ll well convinced that the“ LORD Jerovan,” 

' the* LoRD Gop of IsRAE1,” hath ſaid, I am 

| the LoRD, and there is none ela juſt Go 

| and a SAVIOUR, there is none beſides me—and - 

| my glory will I not give to another; Yet we Have 

1 given his glory to another: We have forgotten 

i the God of our ſalvation,” and like Belſhazzar of 

i old, though we knew * that the Moſt High God 

| ruled in the kingdom of men, yet we have 

i „ lifted 
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lifted up ourſelyes againſt the LoRD of HEA. 
VEN; we have brought the veſſels of his houſe 
and offered them to idols, and the GoD in whoſe 
hand our breath is have we not glorified.” 

If an enquiry into the truth of this doctrine is 
at any time particularly neceſſary, it is ſo in the 


| preſent age; when tenets, totally deſtructive of 


this fundamental principle of our holy religion, 
are induſtriouſly propagated, and embraced, it 1s 
feared, with avidity, by thoſe, who are allured by 


a fondneſs for finguiarity, or who are content 


with the ſhadow alone of Reaſon, without an 
examination into its ſubſtance. - 
« Let every man be fully perſuaded in his own 
mind,” ſays an apoſtle.—It is not meant to in- 
ſinuate, that thoſe worthy clergymen who have 
appeared ſo diſintereſted as to reſign their prefer- 
ments in the Eſtabliſhed Church, becauſe they 
could not aſſent to worſhip Jeſus Chriſt, had not 
obſerved this leſſon of St. Paul! No doubt but 
they had well weighed both ſides of the queſtion. 
in hrivate; but their publications being intended 
chiefly to juſtify their own conduct to the world, 
are calculated to prove one ſide of it only, with- 

out 


- ———— 
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out properly ſtating the other; and, in many 
inſlances, their arguments appear very inconclu- 
five : They demonſtrate, indeed, the Unity of 
God; but no one has yet been able to prove, 
That Jeſus Chriſt 1s not God. 

The greateſt truths may be made to appear pal- 
pable errors, and, on the contrary, the greateſt 
errors the moſt profound truths, by an improper 


ſtatement; but partiality, on ſuch an important 


point as that in queſtion, is inexcuſable. 
am the reſurrettion and the life,” ſaith 
eſus; © He that beheveth in me, though he were 


dead, yet ſhall he live; and whoſoever liveth 2nd 


believeth in me, ſhall never die.” —A perſon who 
could publicly make this bold aſſertion, and im- 
mediately confirm his doctrine by ſo great a 
miracle as that of raiſing the dead, muſt ſurely 
awaken, in the hearts of his audience, an inclina- 
tion to enquire, © What manner of man is this?” 
Indeed the human mind cannot poſſibly avoid 
forming ſome idea, however groſs and mixed 
with error, of the nature of this great Character, 
whom the multitude, at the time of his appear- 
ance in the world, could not but look upon as a 

being 


— —— tes. 
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being ſuperior to the common race of mankind, 
or even to their prophets. 

Our Saviour himſelf declares, © If ye believe 
not that I AM HE, ye ſhall die in your fins,” -— 
This is, ſurely, a very awful ſentence! and cer. 
tainly points out the neceſſity of a right faith in 
the nature of the Redeemer; for, if he be Gop, 
he is the proper objett of ſupreme adoration; 
but if not, his worſhippers © are yet in their fins,” 
And enquiries of this kind are by no means in- 
conſiſtent with the chriſtian character, whilſt 
they are carried on coolly and impartially, free 
from every biaſling paſſion and giddy vapour; for 
we are exhorted to * try the ſpirits, whether they 


be of God,” and ſurely there is not any ſpirit 


more proper to be tried, than that which hath ſo 
long guided the church of God to the worſhip of 5 
Jeſus Chriſt, 

In elucidating this ſubject, no particular regard 
is meant to be paid to human creeds, councils or 
decrees, though expreſſions may occaſionally be 
borrowed to clothe our ideas. Every perſon 
who hath given himſelf the trouble of meditating 
ſerlouſſy upon a matter of ſuch importance, muſt; 


101 Dine 
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ſometimes feel himſelf at a lo& for expreſſions + 


{8 | | adequate to his meaning, and when language fails 
W || him, he makes uſe of that which coincides the 
; | nearet with it. St. Peter ſays, Of a truth 
; God is no reſpetter of perſons; but in every na- 
i | tion he that feareth him and worketh righteouſ- 
| | niels, is accepted with him; Man, therefore, hath 


no authority to doom his brother to everlaſting 
perdition, becauſe his underſtanding may not be 
ſo enlightened, or he may ſee through a different 
If medium. To his own maſter he ſlandeth or 
falleth.” © Go alone is the Searcher of all 
10 Hearts; and as © thote who have ſinned in the 


10 law, will be judged by the law,” mankind ought, 
| il with reſpect to each other, to obſerve that excel- 
| lent precept of the Lord, * Judge not, chat ye 
[| li be not judged.” | 
1 When John the Baptiſt ſent to our Saviour, 
j | to enquire, © Art thou he that ſhould come, or 
1 do we look for another? inſtead of giving a 
| | I direct anſwer, he refers John to the works which 
a ji he did, and amongft other proofs of his Meſſiah- 
{ij ſhip, he ſays, * The poor have the goſpel preached 
1 to them,” Whence it may be inferred, That 
il Ml though 
Il 


JESUS CHRIST 


though Jeſus Chriſt delivered himſelf ſametimes 
in parables, for the reaſons given to the diſcipies 
reſpeRing the Profeſſors of that day, yet the im- 
portant T7uths of the dotirine which he taught, 
were delivered in ſuch ſimple and popular lan- 
guage, that the moſt illiterate might comprehend 
them. The learned may under ſtand plain ſimple 
arguments; but the ignorant can no more per- 
ceive truths delivered in a ſcholaſtic manner, 
than if they were ſpoken in a foreign tongue; 
and, as * the common people heard him gladly,” 
it muſt be allowed, that our Saviour's language 
was to be taken in 1ts moſt popular ſenſe, On 
this ſuppoſition we take up the ſacred writings, 
in order to decide aa the dueſtion of his 
Divinity. PEE TA 

The ſcriptures are the grand h andard of Truth, 
quoted in proof of every ſyſtem— granted, by all 
competitors, to have been written by men in- 
Ipired of God for that purpoſe, and to contain a 


clear and ſatisfactory account of the creation, 
fall and redemption of mankind, 


Their divine 


authority being ſo far indiſputal le, on that founda- 


tion we will erect our fabric, aad deduce our 
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arguments from the word of God, as recorded by 


thoſe inſpired men, without endeavouring to en- 


large our volumes with extracts taken from the 
-works of later writers, however eminent, fince, 
inſtead of placing the queſtion in a clearer point 


of view, they only tend to prove, That in the 
earlier ages of chriſtianity, the moſt learned have 

| differed in their opinions on this ſubje&;—that 
1. Plato held the ſtrict Unity of God, and Plotine 7: 
1 the Divinity of jeſus Chriſt. 

| | | But it is by no means intended to diſcard Rea- 
[ li ſon from her prerogative in this grand debate : 
| 0 I.̃t was Paul's reaſoning upon ©righteouſneſs, tem- 
| ll perance and judgment to come,” which made 
| i Felix tremble; and by his proving the accomp- 
1 liſnment of the prophecies reſpecting the Meſſiah, 
| | 1 1 This is only an alluſion to a note in a tract on the Unity 
j fl | | of God, by J. G. Eſq; p. 28. for Plotine was a follower of 
| [i Plato. It is taken from the Commentaries of a man of great 
li ji ö piety and excellent ſenſe, the learned John Ludovicus Vives, on 

| | hy: St. Auguſtine's famous work De Civ. Dei. Note on C. 29. B. 
| Uh 10. We, (ſays Vives) teach it out of Plato, that by the 
1 0 | | word of God were all things made; and out of Plotine, 4has 
1 dhe Sonne of God is che Creator!“ 

| 
1 
N 
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that * almoſt perſuaded Agrippa to be a chri- 
ſtian.“ Therefore, though the works of Infinite 
Wiſdom are, and will ever be, /upertor to human 
Reaſon, yet the reaſoning faculty was not be- 
ſtowed. upon man in vain : It is by that we are 
enabled to judge of the u of Revelation, and 
to direct our Faith, which is © the ſubſtance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
ſeen.” Thus, it is revealed to us, That there is. 
but One God, and this truth is confirmed by the 
greateſt character that ever appeared upon earth. 
It is further revealed, That this God © will not 
give /zs glory. to another.” We believe theſe 
aſſertions upon two grounds: firſt, upon the 
evidence of the author; and ſecond, becauſe thgy 
perfectly agree with our ideas of GOD. Rea- 
lon, then, plainly demonſtrates to us, That a 
being, claiming the honours, and coming in the 
glory, of this Gop, cannot be a delegated or 
{4bordinate being, without directly violating the 
above-cited revelation. 
Io proceed then: We acknowledge what is 
ſo frequently repeated in the Old Teſtament, 
and confirmed by our Saviour in the New, That 
C 2 | the 
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« the Lord our God is one Lord.” This, there- 
fore, being a ſettled point, the ſole objett propoſed 
in theſe pages is, to enquire, whether * 
Chriſt be not that Lord. 

Tul, ſays a celebrated writer,“ is the moſt 
powerful thing in the world, ſince Fiction can 
only pleaſe by its great reſemblanee to it. Now 
the ſcriptures (even Moſes and the prophets”) 
contain ſucha clear defcription of the nature and 
office of the Meſſiab, that Jeſus did not pub/zcly 
declare himſelf to be the CHRIST until the time 
of his trial, when the High prieſt ſaid, © I ad;ure 
thee, by the Living God, that thou tell us whe- 
ther thou be the Chriſt, the Son of God?” On 
this folemn appeal to God, in a public court of 
judicature, he acknowledged that he was the 
Chriſt; but when, in anſwer to our Saviour's 


queſtion to his diſciples, Whom fay ye that I 


am? Simon Peter anſwered and ſaid, Thou art 
the Chriſt, the Son of the Living God; . . . . then 
charged he his diſciples that they ſhould tell no 
man, chat be was uf ri che Chrif. Why not ? 

1 e "TOR 


. 5 *$SHAFTESBURY, 
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Becauſe © the works that I do in my Father's 
name, they bear witnels of me.” Fefus alſo had 


faid to the Jews, © Search the ſcriptures, for in 


them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are 
they which teſlify of me;” and, in order to facili- 
tate their enquiry, he referred to particular pro- 
phecies, which he affirmed were accompliſhed in 
him. In confequence, we are told, that the 
people © ſearched the ſeriptures daily, whether 
_ thoſe things were ſo. The facred writings, 
then, are acknowledged by our Saviour himſelf, 
to be /fficrent for the end propoſed. 

Come, ſee, (ſaid the Samaritan woman) a 
man which told me all things that ever I did: Is 
not thts the Chriſt? . . . . And many of the people 
believed on him, and ſaid, When Chriſt cometh, 
will he do more miracles than theſe which this 
man hath done?” Hence we conclude, that even 
ſuppoſing the miraculous conception and birth of 
our Saviour, as well as the ſupernatural appear- 
ances and events which happened at that time, to 


have been forgotten by the multitude, during his 


minority, yet the miracles which he perſormed, 
_ his entrance into the miniſteriab office, were 


ſullicient 
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ſufficient to excite an opinion, that he was the 


Meſſiah, though he had not avowed himſelf as 
ſuch; conſequently, that when he referred them 
to the ſcriptures, beſides the paſſages pointed out, 
they would naturally refer to the prophecies re- 
lating thereto. A candid enquirer, then, would 
find, that previous to the day of the Lord of 
Hoſts, or coming of Chriſt, a meſſenger would 
be ſent to prepare his way: 

Comfort ye my people, ſaith your Go 
The voice of him that crieth in the wilderneſs, 
Prepare ye the way of the LoRD; make ſtraight 
in the deſart a highway for our Gop.”—Thrs 
prophecy, we are given to underſtand, was ful- 


filled in the perſon of John the Baptiſt, of whom 
the angel Gabriel ſaid to Zacharias, Many of 


the children of Iſrael ſhall he turn to the LORD 


their Gon, and he ſhall go before HIN. . to 


make ready a people prepared for the LoRD.... 
And Zacharias propheited, ſaying, . . . And thou 
child ſhalt be called the prophet of the HI OH- 
EST, for thou ſhalt go before the face of the 
LoRD, to prepare His ways.” And John him- 


ſelf, * when the Jews ſent prieſts and Levites 
from 


JESUS CHRIST, 17 


from Jeruſalem, to aſk him, Who art thou ? He 
confeſſed and denied not; but confeſſed, .. . .I am 
the voice of one crying in the wildernefs, Make 
ſtraight the way of the LoRD, as ſaid the pro- 
phet Eſaias.“ 
The prophet Malachi ſays, Behold, I will 
ſend My meſſenger, and he ſhall prepare the 
way before ME, faith the LORD of Hosts, and 
the LORD whom ye ſeek, ſhall ſuddenly come to 
his temple.” —Our Saviour ſays, * This | John] 
is he of whom it is written, Behold, I ſend my 
meſſenger before thy face, and he ſhall prepare 
thy way before thee.” And John declares Jeſus 
to be the perſon before whom he was ſent. 
Again, Behold I will fend you Elijali the 
prophet before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the LoRD, and he ſnall turn the 
heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart 
of the children to their fathers.” The angel 
{aid unto Zacharias, He [-John] ſhall go before 
HIM [the LoRD GoD] in the ſpirit and power 
of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
children, and the diſobedient to the wifdom of 
the juſt,” Jeſus alſo ſaid of John the Baptiſt, 
40 This 
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This is Elias which was for to come.” And 
again, “ I fay unto you, that Ehas is Come al- 
ready: Then the diſciples under ſtood chat 
he ſpake to them of John che Baptiſt.“ 

From the above cited paſſages of the Old 
Teſtament, it is clearly evident, that the perſon 
before whom the Voice (cried in the wilderneſs, 
before whom the Meſſenger was ſent, and before 
whom Elias was to come, was © the LORD of 
Hoss, the God of ISRAE L;“ and from thoſe 

of the New it is equally clear, that John the Bap- 
11ſt was the Voice, the Meſſenger, and Elias. 
There is no doubt, perhaps, that John the Baptiſt 
was this meſſenger ſpoken of, and that he was 
ſent to prepare the way before the Meſſiah; yet 
they who allow this, muſt be under a neceſſity of 
acknowledging Jeſus Chriſt to be the LORD of | 
Hosts, the GoD of ISRAEL, for the ſame ar- 
guments prove both the facts, and if Jeſus Chriſt 
be not God, then 1s not John the Baptiſt the 
. Meſſenger and Elias. 
{ The prophecy reſpe&ing the advent of the 
ſ Mleſſiah being plainly and literally accompliſhed 
| in every particular, the next circuniſtance far 
| 


Our 
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our examination is the very extraordinary birth 
of our Redeemer. | | 

When “ the angel Gabriel was ſent from 
God to the virgin Mary, he ſaid unto her, Thou 
{halt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a 
ſon, and ſhalt call his name 7-/us : He ſhall be 
great, and ſhall be called the SON of the HIGH. 
Es, and the Lord God ſhall give unto him the 
throne of his father David. And he ſhall reign 
over the houſe of Jacob for ever, and of his 
kingdom there ſhall be no end... .. And the 
angel ſaid, The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon 
thee, and the power of the Higheſt ſhall overs 
ſhadow thee :. therefore, alſo, that holy thing 
which ſhall be born of thee ſha{l be called the 
SON of Gon.” | 

* The birth of Jeſus Chriſt was on this wiſe : 
Mary, a virgin of thecity of Nazareth in Galilee, 
eſpouſed to a man named Joſeph, of the houſe 
of David, was found to be with child by the 
Holy Ghoſt, before ſhe and her huſband coha- 
bited together. Now all this was done that it 
might be fulfilled which was ſpoken of the Lord, 
by the prophet, ſaying, Behold, a virgin ſhall be 
Vol. 1. D wich 
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with child, and ſhall bring forth a ſon, and they 
ſhall call his name Emanuel which veg inter- 
preted, is, Gop with us.” 
 Cxfar Auguſtus having ordered a 9 
taxation, “ all went to be taxed, every one into 
his own city. And Joſeph alſo went up from 
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, 
unto the city of David, which is called Bethle- 
Hem (becauſe he was-of the honſe and lineage of 
David) to be taxed, with Mary, his eſpouſed 
wife, being big with child. And fo it was, that 
while they were there, the days were accom- 
pliſhed that ſhe ſhould be delivered. And ſhe 
brought forth her firft-born Ton.” Though the 
birth of "Chriſt happening at Bethlehem was ap- 
parently accidental, yet we are told that it was 
to accompliſn a prophecy reſpeRting the Meſſiah ; 
* For thus it is written by the prophet, And 
thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not 
the leaſt among the princes of Juda, for out 
of thee ſhall come a governor, that * rule my 
People Ifrael.” 
Thus, the titles given by the angel to this Son 
of the Virgin, were what the Jews had appro- 
priated 
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priated to their Meſſiah; he was of the houſe of 
David, agreeable to the ſacred prediction, and his 


birth happened in the city where © Chriſt ovghs - 


to be born,” according to the opinion of the 
chief prieſts and ſcribes. . 

Notwithſtanding the particulars reſpetting the 
birth of our Redeemer ſeem to, contain nothing 
relative to the point in queſtion, yet they tend to 
prove him the Meſſiah; and this fat will in the 
end help to throw ſome light upon the other, 
for © thus faith the LORD GOD. . All fleſh 
all know, that I the LoR D am thy Saviour 
and thy REDEEMER, the mighty One of Jacob.” 
We ſhall, therefore, continue our enquiry me- 
thodically, and from his birth we proceed to 
his works. 
Behold (ſays the prophet Iſaiah) your Gon 
will come with vengeance, even GOD with 
a recompence, HE will come and fave you.” 
Did Jeſus Chriſt come with vengeance? © Thank 
not that I am come to {end Peace on earth: 1 


came not to ſend Peace, but a Sword. . He 


that believeth not ſhall be damned.” Did he 
come with recompence? He that believeth and 
3 D 2 78 
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is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; and Ye which have 
followed me in the regeneration, when the Son 
of Man ſhall fit in the throne of his glory, ye 
alſo ſhall fit upon twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Iſrael. And every one that 
hath forſaken houſes, or brethren, or ſiſters, or 
father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, 
for my name's ſake, ſhall receive an hundred 

fold, and ſhall inherit everlaſting life.” 
The eternal puniſhment and reward of man- 
kind is certainly the greateſt vengeance and 
recompence any being can poſſeſs, and belongs to 
GoD ALONE. If, then, Jeſus Chriſt is armed 
with this omnipotence, he 1s undoubtedly the 

Gop of whom Iſaiah ſpoke. 

Again. Then (i. e. when the God of Iſrael 
mall come) the eyes of the blind ſhall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf ſhall be unſtopped. Then 
ſhall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue 
of the dumb ſing.” When John the Baptiſt 
ſent his diſciples to our Saviour, to enquire, Art 
thou he that ſhould come, or look we for ano» 
ther?” Jeſus referred him to this prophecy: © Go 
your way, and tell Joha what things ye have 
ſeen 
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ſeen and heard; how that the blind ſee, the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleanſed, the deaf hear, the 
dead are raiſed, to the poor the goſpel is preach- 
ed.“ If John ſearched into the prophecy he 
would fee theſe wonders deſcribed as the works 
of GoD.—* They ſhall ſee the glory of the 
Lob, and the excellency of our Gp. . . Your 
Go will come, . . then the eyes of the blind 
ſhall be opened,” &c. and as it was foretold by the 
angel, that he ſhould © go before the LORD 
Go,“ he would naturally conclude that it was 
the LORD Gop of ISRAEL who performed theſe 
miracles. Accordingly John bears record of him, 
that he is ſuperior to any earthly being whatever: 
„He that cometh from above is above all : he 
that is of the earth is earthly, and ſpeaketh of the 
earth: but he that cometh from heaven is above 
all.” And © he that hath received his teſtimony 
hath ſet to his ſeal, that God is true.” 

Iſaiah ſays alſo, © Behold, the LoRD Gor 
will come with a ſtrong hand: his reward is with 
him, and his work before him. H ſhall feed 
his flock like a ſhepherd.” And Zechariah, * The 
Lob of Hoss ſhall defend them, . . . . and the 

Lokd 
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LorD their Gop ſhall ſave them in that day, as 
the flock of His people... . Awake, O ſword, 
againſt my ſhepherd, and againſt the Man that is 
MY FELLOW, faith the Lord of Hosrts : 


Smite the ſhepherd, and the ſheep ſhall be ſcat- 


tered.” —In alluſion to theſe prophecies, the 


angel tells Joſeph, © Thou ſhalt call his name 


Jeſus, for he ſhall ſave 118 people from their 
fins;” and our Saviour ſays, © I am the good 
ſhepherd, . . . . and I lay down my life for the 
fheep.” And, All ye ſhall be offended, be- 
cauſe of me, this night; for it is written, I will 
ſmite the ſhepherd, and the ſheep of the flock ſhall 
be ſcattered abroad.” 

But how do theſe prophecies aſſect 7e/us ? 
The prophet declares the LoRD Gop to be the 
good ſhepherd, and the Man (or Meſſias) to be 


_ Gop's FeLLOwW ! * Is not this the carpenter's 


ſon ? Is not his mother called Mary ? and his 
brethren James, and John, and Simon, and 
Judas ? And his ſiſlers, are they not all with us? 
Whence then hath this man all theſe things?“ 


Whence is it that he aſſes to be God's Fellow— 


to be equal with the LoRD of HosTs, who hath 
faidy 
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faid, : Tam Go b, and there is none elſe; Iam 


Gov, and there is none lie me; to whom 
(then) will ye len me and make me equal, and 
compare me, that we may be like ?” However, 
theſe prophecies were accompliſhed in Jeſus: 
H was ſmitten, and H1s flock were ſcattered; 


therefore, he :z5 GoD's FELLOw, he ts equal te 


the LoRD of HosTs, conſequently he is Gon, 
for the Lord hath ſaid, There is no God w:th 
me. —“ There is no God $-Jedes me.” 
Further: Thus faith the ALMIGHTY LoRn, 
Have I not prayed you, as a father his ſons, as a 
mother her daughters, and a nurſe her young 
babes, that ye would be my people, and I ſhould 
be your God; that ye would be my children, 
and I ſhould be your father? 1 gathered you 
together-as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings: but now, what ſhall I do unto you ? 


I will caſt you out from my face. . I ſent 


unto. you my ſervants the prophets, whom ye 
have taken and flain, and torn their bodies in 


pieces, whoſe blood I will require of your hands, 


faith the LORD. Thus faith the ALmicuty 
Lorp, Your houle is deſolate, I will caſt you 
| | out 
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out as the wind doth ſtubble!” F—In confirma- 
tion of the truth of this paſſage in Eſdras, our 
Saviour ſays to the ſcribes and phariſees, Be- 
hold, I ſend- unto you prophets, and wiſe-men, 
and ſcribes; and ſome of them ye ſhall kill and 
erucify, and ſome of them ſhall ye ſcourge in 
your ſynagogues, and perſecute them from city 
to city.. . . O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that 
killeſt the prophets, and ſtoneſt them which are 
ſent unto thee, how often would I have gathered 
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth 
her chickens: under her wings, and ye would 
not! Behold, your houſe is left unto you 
deſolate.” | 

The fame difficulty occurs here as with the 
former quotations : Jeſus aſcribes to Vin ſe F this 
gathering of the children, which the propbet 


fays, 1 is the work of the ALMICHTW LORD. If 
Chriſt 


F lt wil, perhaps, be objected againſt this quotation, that 
che book of Eſdras is not deem*s canonical, But whatever 
the Councils of later times may have determined upon that ſubs 
ject, - our Saviour himſelf having applied this paſſage to the 
Jews, is a ſufficient ns we that the __ wrote by divine 
inſpirations | 
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culty, apparently, in convicting him of ſin againſt 


the law, of Moſes; yet he defies the proof 


Which of you convinceth me of ſin? . . I 
came not to deſtroy the law, but to fulfil, . . and 
if I ſay the truth, why do ye not believe me? 


Another prophet ſays, © If ye think good, 


give me my price, and if not forbear : ſo they 
weighed for my price thirty pieces of filver. 
And the Lord ſaid unto me, Caſt it unto the 
potter; a goodly price that I [the LorD]-was 
priſed at of them. And I took the thirty pieces 
of ſilver, and caſt them to the potter in the houſe 
of the Lord.” —The evangeliſt informs us, that 
it was to fu;fil this prediction, that Judas, who 
had betrayed Chriſt, when he ſaw that he was 
condemned, repented hiniſelf, and brought again 
the thirty pieces of ſilver to the chief prieſts and 
Elders, . . . . And the chief prieſts took the ſilver 
pieces, and faid, It is not lawful for to put them 
into the treaſury, becauſe it is the price of blood. 
And they took counſel, and bought with them 
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Chriſt be God, the prophecies belong to him; 
and Pilate was right in ſaying, I find in him no 
fault at all; but if not, there could be no difſi- 
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the potter s field to bury ſtrangers in. Where. 
fore that field was called The Field of Blood.” 
Laſtiy, Tlie fame prophet ſays, © Thus faith 
the LoRD, which ſtretched forth the heavens 
and hyeth the foundation of the earth, and 
formed the ſpirit of mam within him. . . They 
ſhall took upon ME, whom they have prerced. of 
And John informs us that the laſt piece of 
eruelty which the ſoldiers exercifed upon the 
body of Jtsvs CirisT was to accompliſh this 
prophecy concerning the LoR D: One of the 
ſoldiers with a fpear pterced his ſide.” 

Thus, the value of CHRIST was the price of 
Gov; and the foldiers prerced Gob, when blood 
and water iſſued out of the fide of JESUS 
Evidently, then, Jeſus Chriſt is Gop. 

Tt cannot, indeed, be affirmed, that the Jews 
purſued this mode of enquiry; for the reſult of 
their fearch into the ſcriptures, as well as of 
Paul's © perſtading them coneertiing Jeſus, both 
out of the law of Moſes and out of the prophets, 
from morning till evening,” was, with reſpect to 
inditiduals, that ſome believed the things which 
were fpoken, and ſome believed not; but the 

Jewiſh 
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Jewiſhnatn rejected him as their Meſſiah. But 
it muſt be clear to every fludent of the Old 
Teſtament, that moſt of the prophecies reſpect- 
ing the Meſhas were fulfilled in the perſon of 
Zeſus Chriſt; but that the works which he did, 
and many of the prophecies which he alluded to, 
belonged only to the GOD of IsRAEL. The 
debaſed ſtate in which our Saviour appeared 
was, in their ideas, incompatible with the lofty 
deſcription which the prophets had given of their 
Redeemer. They expected a Meſſiah literally 
** glorious in his apparel,” and could not com- 
prehend what our Lord told them, I and my 

Father, . . . of whom ye ſay that he is your God, 


- + + » are One; or that © no man hath aſcended © 


up to heaven, but he that came down from hea- 
ven, even the Son of Man which zs in heaven.” 
This was © a ſtumbling-block to the Jews, and 
they © murmured at him, . . . . and ſaid, Is not 
this Jeſus the ſon of Joſeph, whoſe father and 
mother we know? how is it then that he faith, I 
came down from heaven?” Yet the more im- 
partial enquirers, obſerving that every prediction 
ol the Meſſias was accompliſhed in this Son of 

| E 2 Man 
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 Man—that neither '* Pilate, no, nor yet Herod, 
could find him guilty of thoſe crimes of which he 
was accuſed” —and that he did work thoſe mira- 
cles which were · declared ſhould be done by 
IsRAEL's Gop; they would have the fame rea- 
fon to conclude that he was the GoD of ISRAEI. 
as that he was their MESsSI1AH, and would natu- 
rally cry out with the Samaritans, * Now we 
believe, . . « . . for we have heard him ourſelves, 
and know that this is indeed the Chriſt, the S A- 
VIOUR of the WoRLD;” nor could fuch exa- 
miners negleft thoſe pointed - paſſages of the 
prophet, * Thus faith the Lok D that created 
thee, O Jacob, and he that formed - thee, O 
Iſrael, . . - . I am the Lord thy God, the holy 
One of Ifrael, thy SAVIOUR; ,...1, even 
IT am the LoRp, and beſides me there is 0 
_ Saviour.” Foe 
The Almighty had given the Jews an infallt- 
ble rule to diflinguiſh true from Falſe prophets : 
«4 How ſhall we know the word which the Lord 
hath not ſpoken? When a prophet ſpeaketh in 
the name of the Lord, if the thing follow not-nor 
come to pals, that is the thing which the Lord 
ns hath 
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hath not ſpoken, but the prophet hath ſpoken it 
preſumptuouſly. Judging by this rule of the 


prophet Iſaiah, concerning the Meſſiah, when he 


lays, A virgin ſhall conceive, and bear a ſon,” 
we find the thing did follow, and that the ſon ſo 
born was Jeſus Chriſt: Zeus, therefore, Is the 
MESsS1AH, and 1/azak is a true prophet, By the 
fame parity of reaſon, As the prophet fays, 
© Behold your GoD will come and ſave you; 
then the eyes of the blind ſhall be opened,” &c. 
and as 7eſus Chriſt came to ſave us, and opened 
the eyes of the blind, we naturally infer, 1885 
Jesvs CHRIST muſt be GoD. 


Hitherto the Divinity of our Saviour appears 


fo plain that * he may run that readeth it, ex- 
cept thoſe, indeed, who © could not believe, 
becauſe that Eſaias' had ſaid, He hath blinded 
their eyes and hardened their hearts, that they 
ſhould not ſee with their eyes, nor underſtand 
with their heart, and be conv werted, and I ſhould 
heal them.“ 

But in copying theſe laſt words from St. John, 
a further proof of Chriſt's divinity preſents itſelf, 
for this © diſciple whom Jeſus loved” informs 

| us, 
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us, that * Eſaias ſaid theſe things when he ſaw 
Kis glory, and ſpake of him, on whom the Jews 
believed not, though he had done ſo many mira» 
cles before them.” But the prophet ſays, * I 
ſaw the Loxp ſitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up, and his train filled the temple. Above 
it Rood the ſeraphims : each one had ſix wings; 
Vith twain he covered his face, and with twain 
he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. 
And one cried unto another, and {aid, Holy, 
holy, holy is the LoR D of HosTs, the whole 
earth is full of his glory. . . . . Then ſazd I. 
Mine eyes have ſeen the King, the 3 of 
HosTs.” The prophet ſays, he ſaw the glory 
of the LoxD of Hosts, and the evangeliſt ſays 
it was the glory of IESsUS CHRIST which he 
ſaw ! There is no probability that this diſciple 
| ſhould m/take the words of the prophet; there- 
fore, at the time of writing his goſpel, he cer- 
tainly underſtood IEsUSs to be the LoRD of 
Hos1s, and he boaſts of the truth of his evi- 
dence : © This is the diſciple which teflifieth 
of theſe things, and wrote theſe things, and we; 
know that his tellamony is true,” 
. Believers, 


ES Us CHRIST. 33 
Believers, in the time of our Saviour, though 
they © wondered at the gracious words that pro- 
ceeded out of his mouth,” yet they had only their 
memories to depend upon. Chriſtians now have 
a more ample field for examination : We have 
the works of the prophets, evangeliſts and apoſtles 
to compare, ſtudy and meditate thereon, —Let 
us make a ptoper uſe of this advantage, and 
compare the divine writings ts inveſtigate the 
point m queſtion. 

In the Old Teſtament we are uniformly taught, 
that the LoR our GoD is the great and mighty 
God ; that he ereated all things; and that all the 
ends of the earth muſt look unto | him and 

be ſaved. 

In the New Teſtament we 1 told, 
that Jesvs CuRtsf is the True God ; that 
he made all things; and that there is no other 
name under heaven by which men cant be faved, 
but that of Chriſt Jeſus. 

Strange inconſiſtency !—Unleſs we ſuppoſe 
that 7-ſus Chrift is the Lonp our Gob, we 
muſt conclude, beyond a doubt, that either 
Moſes, the prophets, or the writers of the New 

Teſtament 
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Teſtament were not inſpired by the ſpirit of 
God, for their aſſertions ee. md 
each other. 
. Moſes, was a man to dam the e fihe 
ALMIGHTY Gop) appeared in the burning 
buſh, and ſaid, © Who hath made man's mouth ? 
or who maketh the dumb, or. deaf; or the ſee- 
ing, or the blind? Have not I the Lord ? 
Now, therefore, go, and I will be with thy 
mouth, and teach thee what thou ſhalt. fay.”— 
Moſes was a man ſkilled in wiſdom, inſpired by 
God, and empowered to work miracles, in 
confirmation of. the divine authority: * which 
une - 0 a 

There was alſo an lte, the moſt dale | 
of all the diſciples of Chriſt, who left a record, 
that ye may know that ye have eternal life, 
and that ye may believe on the name of the 
Son of God.” R | 

As the creation of the world. is * firſt thing 
which preſents itſelf to our obſervation in the 
ſacred, writings, let us begin by. comparing 
the 1 of theſe two writers upon the ſub- 
Joct thereof. 8 


Moſes. | 


J T3 va 


JESUS CHRIST, 35 


Moſes, ſpeaking of a 
being which he after- 
wards calls the AI- 


«MIGHTY, JEHOVAH, | 


the Gon of ABRa- | 


nN, &c. ſays, © 


L 


0 the beginning [ 


GoD.created the hea» | 
vens, and the earth. ..' 
And -GoD ſaid, Let 
there be light; and there 
was light. . . And GOD 
made the firmament, . . 
and ealled it Heaven. 
SF And God created 
every living creature 
that moveth, every 
winged fowl, cattle and 
creeping thing. . . And 
the LORD GoD form- 


ed Man out of the 


% 


St. John, ſpeaking of a 
being which he calls 
the WorD, but evi⸗ 
dently the ſame which 
he deſcribes as having 
«ſeen and looked up- 
on and handled,” and 
clearly meaning Jeſus 

Chriſt, lays, 

In the beginning 
was the WorRD, and 
the WorD was with 
God, and the WorD 
was GoD. .. All things 
were made by him, and 
without / was not 
any thing made that 
was made. . . . Ile was 
in the world, and the 
world was made by 
him, and the world 
knew him not. . And 
the WoRD was made 
fleſh and dwelt. among 


us, 


duſt of the ground, and } us, ... . full of grace 
breached into his noſ- and truth.” 
trils the breath of life. | 

Here two of the moſt bes of the in- 
foired writers aſcribe. the great work of the crea- 
tion, one to Gos, the other to ]JEsUs CHRISTH! 
We *© knou that their record is true,” for © God 
is not a man, that he ſhould lie; neither the ſon 
of man, that he ſhould repent.” | 
Cod created the world, | Curiſt created the world, 

Then JESUS CRHRISH muſt be Gop. 

In-purſuing this important. work: of the crea- 
tion through other parts of the holy records we 
ſhall be further juſtified in ſuch a concluſion: 


The Pſalmiſt ſays, | „ 
O Lord Gop off © Gives thanks unto 
Hoss, who is a ſtrong the Father . who 


Lord, like unto thee ? | hath tranſlated us into 
.. + . The heavens are the kingdom of hisdear 
thine, and the earth al- SON. . For by him 
ſo is thine; as for the | were all nn created, 

world, and the fulneſs | that are in heaven and 
thereof, ou haſt found - | that are in earth, viſible 
ed them. The north and- inviſible, whether 


fix's US CHRIST. $3 


and the ſouth, hou haſt they be thrones, or do 
created them. . . . The | minions, or principali- 
earth is theLoRD's,for | ties, or powers: AM 
he hath founded it __ things were created by 
on. the ſeas.” I einm and for him.“ 
O my Gon,... | * Thou, [CHRIS TJ in 
of old thou haſt laid | the beginning haſt laid 
the foundation of the || the foundations of the 
earth, and the heavens | earth, and the heavens 
are the work of * are the work of thine 
hands. " hands.” 
Was the pſalmiſt inſpired ? the winks ſad, 
® The Lord hath ſought him a man after his own 
464 r 2 © | heart? 


+ Paul has clearly taken this paſſage out of one of Davit's 
complaints to Goa, and applied it tv Jx$us CxrIsT, though 
it is contended, indeed, that this is a kind of ejaculation of the 
apoſtle, and addreſſed to God the Father; but this plea contains 
more of ſophiſtry than ſound argument, for the whole chapter 
is a deſcription of the Meſſiah, The apoſtle. declares that the 
worlds were created BY MIN; and he, in fact, pleads for his 
Divinity, by ſhewing, that no cxZATED being whatever was 
diſtinguiſhed by the titles given to, or the attributes poſſeſſed by 
CnnisT.—Surely then, it is moſt probable, that he put up this 
addreſs tu him whom: he had juſt deſcribed! as the creator of gll | 
things, 


4 


Heart; " and to him, 7 


better than thouſands of gold and ſilver.“ 


THE DIVINITY. OF 


the la nf God: hed 
And 


f Paul, the Lord ſaid, He is a choſen well 
unto me, to bear my name before the gentiles. 
But is this choſen el inconſiſtent in his 


doctrine? 


To the people of Lyſtra 
he ie} 


The LIVINc Gop | 
| is before all things, 


made heayen and earth, 
and the ſea, and all 
things that are therein.” 


| To fs Coloſſians he 
writes, 


That IE SUS CHRIST 


and that by Aim all chings 


conſiſt.“ 


Col is the creator, | Chriſt is the creator, 
Undoubtedly, then, J=suUs CHRIST is the 
LrvinG Gop. 


The Lord Jehovah ſays, 
I kam the LORD, 

that maketh all things, 
that ſtretcheth forth 
the heavens alone, that 
ſpreadeth abroad the 


earth by myſelf” | 
%, have made the 


bs © Paul ſays, „ 
« God created all 


things by Jeſus ci. 


« God. ... hath in 


| theſe laſt days ſpoken to 
us 


apon it: J, even my | us by his SON, by n 
hands have firetched | he made the worlds.” 
aut the heavens, and all-| 
their hoſt have 1 com- 
- manded.” 1 
Paul, who ! after the ſtricteſt ſeR of the Jews 
religion had lived a phariſee, no doubt, was well 
verſed in the prophetic writings ; and if he had 
not preached Jeſus as GoD, would he, as a 
* choſen veſſel,” have made ſo flat a contradiction 
to the ALMIGHTY? The Lord ſays, I created 
the worlds by my/elf ;” Paul denies it, by ſaying 
he created them by 7e/us it. If the Father 
and the Son* be one God, theſe of Paul's are 
< words of truth and ſoberneſs ;” but if not, he 
has borne © the name of 7eſus to the gentiles” in 
direct oppoſition to the word of Go. | 


JESUS CHRIST. 


If we ſelect from the Old Teſtament, the titles, 
attributes, perfections, &c. of JEHOYAH, We, 
ſhall find paſſages ſimilar in the New Teſtament, 


applied to Crit, So that which ever 2. the, 
4 3 


4. 


* 


4 
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ſacred writings are attentively conſidered, there 
is every reaſon to conclude, That J#Hovan 
and JESUS—the Father and Son, are e the Ons 


| SuertmMeE Gop. 


" PRESERVATION 


Aſcribed to God. 

„ Thou [O Lok p] 
art my hiding place, 
thou ſhalt preſerve me 


from trouble : 


every evil work, and 
thou”. 


Aſcribed to Ciriſi. 
The Lord [ IEs us] 
ſhall deliver me from 


preſerve me unto his 


Malt compaſs me about | heavenly kingdom.” 
with ſongs of deliver- 
ance.” | | 
O Lord, thou pre- | Jeſus Chriſt “ up. 
ferveft man and beaſt.” | holdeth all things.” 
SALVATION | 
„J, even I am the Thou ſhalt call his 


Lord, and beſides me | 


there is no SAVIOUR” 


that I the Lord am thy 
SAVIOUR and thy Re- 


name IEsus, 


for he 
ſhall SAVE bis N 


| 
from their ſins.” 


Thou ſhalt know | 


« Unto you is born 
this day, in the city 
of David, a SAv1- 


OUR, 


es us CHRIST. 41 
deemer, the Mighty 


One of Ja 


{ 


« ], even I am he 
that blotteth out thy 
tranſgreſſions for mine 


own ſake, and will not 


remember thy ſins.” 


* I will have mercy 
upon the the houſe of 


Judah, and will /ave 


them by the LoRD 


their GoDb.” 


OUR, which is Chriſt 
the Lord.” 
Though he were a 


Son, yet learned he 


obedience, 2 „ and © * „ 
became the Author of 


| Zlernal Salvation'to/ al 


thoſe that obey him.” 
* Chriſt Jeſus came 
into the world to ſave 


ſinners, . . . . and gave 


himſelf a ranſom for 


all. 3» 


By the name of 


[Tzove CHRIST of Na- 


zareth, whom ye cruci- 


fied; and whom God 
raiſed from the dead, 
even by him doth this 


man ſtand here before 
you whole Neither 
is there ſalvation in any 
other: for there is none 
other name under hea- 

ven 
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Truly in the Loxp 
our GoD is the ſalva- 
don of Iſrael.” 

All fleſh ſhall know 
that I the Lord am thy 
Saviour and thy RE- 


DEEMER.““ 


1 


7 
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ven given among men 


whereby we muſt be 


: ſaved.” 


„He hath SOR 
us into the kingdom of 
his dear Son, in whom 


|} we have REDEMP- 


TION, 


through his 
blood. 


RE GENE. RATION 


Es A new heart will I | 
give you, and a new 
| ſpirit will I put within 
you ; and I will take 
away the ſtony heart 
out of your fleſh, and 
I will gave you an heart 
of fleſh, and J will put 
my ſpirit within you.“ 


12 


* It is expedient for 
you that I go away; 
for if I go not away, 
the Comforter will not 
come unto you, but if 
I depart I will ſend him 
unto you. . . . He will 
guide you unto all 


truth.“ 


* If any man bein 
Chriſt he is a new 


creature: old things are 


paſt away, all things 
are become new. 


' The 


JESUS CHRIST. 


45 


The Prophets have. deſcribed Gor and che 
MESS1AH by ſimilar titles. 


Titles of God. 
*The an 
Go d. yy 


The Mighty God. 1 


4 


| 


Titles of the Meſfal. 
The Everlaſting 
Father.” 
The Mighty God.” 


The New Teſtament Writers have taken the 
tles applicable to Gop in the Old Teſtament, 
and have applied them to JesUus CnRisT. 


Titles of Cod in the 

Old Teſtament. 
The Lord our God 
is one Lord.“ 

% J am God, and 
there 1s none elſe.” 
Fear this glorious 
and fearful name, the 
Lord thy God.“ 
„The Lord is the 
True God.” 


vol. R 


| 
G 


Titles of Chriſt in the 
New Teilamenta. 
The only wiſe God 
our Saviour.” , 
« Chriſt is over all, 
God bleſſed for ever.“ 
Thomas anſwered 


and ſaid unto him, My 


\ 
þ 


Lord and my God.” 


« We are in him 
that is true, even in 
Jeſus Chriſt. This is 
the True God, and E- 
ternal Life.“? 

« Whence 


44 
I am che Lord,” 


* I am the Lord, 
that i is my name.” 


Thou haſt liftedup 
thyſelf againſt the Lord 
of Heaven.” 


The Lord your | 
God is Lord of Lords.“ 


„J am the Lord, 
your holy One, the 
Creator of Iſrael, your 
King.” 


of Glory? The Lord 
ſtrong and mighty. 


of Glory? The Lord of 


Hoſts, he is the King | 


of Glory.” 


5 
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« Whence is this, 
that the mother of my 
Lord ſhould come unto 
me?” | 

* Ey ery tongue ſhall 


confeſs that JeſusChriſt 
ee, 


© The ſecond man 


is the Lord from Hea- 


75 


ven . 


© The Lamb. 
Lord of Lords. 
« And the Gover- 


nor aſked him, Art 
thou the King of the 


Jews? And Jeſus ſaid 
; unto him, Thou ſayeſt.“ 
Who is the King 


The princes of 


| this world crucified the 
Lord of Glory.” 
„Who is the King 


The faith of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 


Lord of Glory.“ 


1 Tam 


JESVS 


Lord, the King of I 
rael, and his Redeemer 
the Lord of Hoſts, Iam 


the Firſt and I am the | 


Laſt.” 


Even to your old 
age I am he.” 

* Hearken unto me 
O Jacob, I am he.” 


Therefore they 


ſhall know, in that day, 
that I am he.” 


« I am the Lord, 
your Holy One.” 

The Lord appear- 
ed unto. Abram, and 
{aid unto him, I am 
the Ameghty God.“ 
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„ Thus faith the] * I am Alpha and © 
Omega, the beginning 


and the ending, the F:r/t 
and the Caſe... I Jeſus 
have ſent my angel to 
teſtify unto you theſe 
things. I am the root 
and offspring of David.“ 

If ye believe not 
that I am he, ye ſhall 
die in your ſins.” 


lifted up the Son of 
Man, then ſhall ye 
know that I am he. 

* Ye denied the Ho- 
ly One.” 


ſee the voice that 
ſpake, and I ſaw one 
like the Son of Man.“ 


G 2 AT. 


„When ye have 


J am the Almighty. 
.. . And I turned to 
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THE DIVINITY OF 


ATTRIBUTES or PERFECTIONS, 
—RTERNETY. 


OF GOD. 
& Before the moun- 


tains were brought 


forth, or ever thou hadſt 
formed the earth and 
the world; even-from 
everlaſting to everlaſt- 
ing thou art God.“ 


* The Lord is King | 


for ever and ever.” 


„The Lord ſhall 


reign for ever and ever. 
* I Ave for ever.“ 


OF CHRIST. 

His dominion is an 
everlaſiing dominion, 
which ſhall not paſs a- 
way, and his kmgdom 
that which ſhall not be 
deſtroyed.” 

Thy throne is for 
ever and ever.” | 

* Of his kingdom 
there ſhall be no end.” 

I am alive for ever- 


”7 
More. 


OMNIPO TEN CE. 


„ 'Thine, O Lord, is 
the greatneſs, and the 
power and the glory, 
and the victory and the 
Majeſty; for all that is 


in the heaven and in 
the earth is thine; 


„] ſaw one like the 
Son of Man, . . . . and 
there was given him 
dominion, that ad na- 


tions and languages 
ſhould ſerve him.” 


All 


thine is the kingdom, 
O Lord, and thou art 
exalted as head above 
all. Both riches and 
honour come of thee, 
and thou reigneſt over 
all : and in thine hand 
is power and might, 


and in thine hand it is 


to make great and to 
give ſtrength unto all.” 


OMNIPRESENCE. 


“ Do not I fill hea- 


ven and earth? 


In all places where 
Irecord my name, there 
will I come unto thee 


and bleſs thee.” 


OMNISCIENCE. 


Thou, even thou 
only knowe/t the hearts 
of all the: children of 
men,” 


on cnikrenr ' 


« Al{ power is given 


in earth.” 

„The Father loveth 
the Son, and hath 
given all things into 
his hands,” 


„The Son of Man 


came down from hea- 


ven, and zs in heaven” 


« Where two or three 
are gathered together 
in my name, there am [ 


in the midſt of them.” 


« He knew all men, 
and needed not that 
any ſhould teſtify of 
man, for he knew what 


| was in man.“ 
«Ian 


unto me in heaven and- 
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I the Lord /earch the 

teeart, I try the rems.” 
O Lord thou haſt 
ſearched me and 4nown 


99 


me. 


all hearts, and under- 
ſtandeth all the imagi- 
nations of the thoughts.” 


4 IU Land ſearcheth | 


DIVINITY, OP 
| *Iamhewhich /earch- 


eth the hearts and reins 
Lord, thou knowe/? 
all things.” 
And Jeſus knew 
their thoughts.” 


IMMUTABILITY. 


Thou art the ſame, / 
and thy years ſhall have 


no end.” 
«IT am the Lord, I 


« Jeſus Chriſt the 


fame yeſterday, to-day, 


and for ever.” 


change not.“ 


{ 


1 


FORGIVENESS or SINS. 


Who can forgive 
ins but GoD alone.“ 


The Sox of Max 
hath power to orgive, 


eng.“ 


JUSTIFICATION. 


In the Lord ſhall 


all the ſeed of Iſrael be 
Juſnfied.” 


« Ye are ſandctified, 
ye are ju/iifzed in the 
name of the Lord 


Jeſus,” 


]JUD G- 


” 
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JUDGMENT. 
« Our Gov fhall | © The Father judgeth 


come, . he Hall call 
to the heavens from 


above, and to the earth, 
that he may judge his | 


people. And the hea- 
vens ſhall declare his 


righteouſneſs, for God 


is judge himpelf.” 


y 
*TheLoRD hath pre- 
| 


pared hrs ſeat for judg- 
ment, for he ſhall judge | 
the world.” | 


no man; but hath com- 
. mitted all judgment un. 


to the SoN.“ 


„We 'ſhall all ſtand 
before the judgment. ye 


of CHRIST.“ 


„Sing out at the | The Lord Ixsus 
preſence of the LRD, CnRIST, who ſhall 
for he eee to judge | judge the quick and _ 
the car dead at his appearing.” 

CONFIDENCE. 

« Curſed is he that | *Inhis[Jtsvs]natng 

truſteth in man.“ { ſhall the gentiles truſt.” 


« Truſt ye in the 
Loxp JEHOVAH for | 


heveth in Aim ſhall not 


ever.” ” 


be aſhamed.” 
W OR- 


3 Whoſoever bez 
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in righteouſneſs, and 


5⁰ THE DIVINITY, OF 
WORSHIP. 


He that facrificeth | 
,unto any God, ſave 
unto the LORD only, 
ſhall be - utterly de- 
ſtroyed.“ ; 

„Thou ſhalt worſhip 
no other God.” 


Thou ſhalt worſhip 
the Lord thy God, and 
Aim only ſhalt {hou 
ſerve.” 


II have ſworn by 
mylelf, the word 1s 
gone out of my mouth 


ſhall not return, that 
. unto me every knee 
fall bow, every tongue 


Hall ſwear.” 


"1 


That all men ſhould 


honour the SON, even 
as they honour the Fa- 
ther.” 


Let all the angels 
of God worſhip him,“ 
i. e. Jeſus. 

He [Jeſus] was 
parted from them, and 
carried up into heaven, 


and they worſhipped 


him.“ 

That at the name of 
Feſusevery knee ſhould 
bow, of things in hea- 
ven, and things 1 in earth, 
and things under the 
earth: And that every 
tongue ſhould confeſs 
that Jeſus Chriſt is 
Lord, to the glory of 
God che Father.” 

SU- 


d 


Asus n mn. 


SUPREME A 


* And every creature 


which is in heaven, and 
on the earth, and under 
the earth, and ſuch as 
are in the ſea, and all 
that are in them, heard 
I. ſaying, Bleſſing, ho- 
nour, glory, and power, 
be unto im that fetteth 
upon the * $6 fr 


DOR A TIO N. 
And every creature 
which is in heaven, and 
on the earth, and under 
the earth, and ſuch as 
are in the ſea, and all 
that are in them, heard 
I, ſaying, Bleſſing, ho- 
nour, glory, andpower, 


be unto . . the Lamb 


for ever and ever.“ 


ever and ever.” 


SOLEMN 


Thou ſhalt fear 
the Lord thy Goo, 
er ſwear by his 
name. ' 
The GoDp and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, which is bleſſed 
for Frequent * 
that I lie not.” 


« Behold, Does 


APPEAL: 


| 


« As the truth of 
Cur1sT is in me, no 
man ſhall flop me of 
this boaſting.” 


« I fay the truth in 


God, I lie not.“ ; 
#DL. 1. H 


CHRIST, I lie not.“ 
PRA Y- 


32 THE DIVINITY of 


PRAYER. 3 
* Hear my prayer, | © LoRD, increaſe our 
© Cop.” faith,” ; 
„As for me, I will | Lon d, fave us, we 


call upon GOD. | periſh,” 
Evening, morning, and | 
at noon will I pray, 
and cry aloud, and he 
{hall hear my voice.” 7 
Into thy hands I | LORD JIEsus, re- 
commut my ſpirit.” ceive my ſpirit.” 


— — — 

Here let us ſtop, and take a review of this 

comparative ſtatement; whence it muſt appear 

evident, that, without controverſy, great 1s the 
myſtery of godlineſs ; for it is clear, that the 


LoxDJEHOVAH is the | LORD JESUS is the 
Creator Creator 
Preſerver | Preſerver 1 
Redeemer Redeemer 
Regenerator. Regenerator. | 
That HE is the That Hx is the 
Mighty God Mighty God 
Everlaſting God- Everlaſiing Father 


True 


W 


33 "JESUS CHRIST: 
True God I True God | 
Lord of Heaven | Lord from Heaven 
Lord of Lords Lord of Lords 
King of Iſrael | King of the Jews 
King of Glory | Lord of Glory 
Almighty. - Almighty. 

That Gon is That CHRIST is 
Eternal Eternal 
Omnzpotent | I Ommpotent 
Ommpreſent I Onmpreſent 
Onmſcient | Ommſcent 
Immutable, Inmutable. 

That the FATHER That the Sox 
Forgiveth Sins Forgiveth Sins 


Juſtifieth the Faithful. | Juſtifieth the Faithful. 


That at the Final Day of Accounts 
GoD is to be our 
Judge. 


Judge. 
Me are exhorted to 
Truft in the Lord I E- 
HOV AH. 


JESUS. 
We are commanded to 
Worlhip one GOD] Honour the So, be- 
only. cauſe we thereby ho- 
py nour the FATHER. 
11 2 We 
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| We are taught, that 
God is ſupremely | The Las is ſupreme- 


adored in heaven. ly adored in heaven. | 
The patriarchs and | The apoſtles made ſo- 
holy men made ſo- | lemn appeals to 


lemnappealstoGoD, | CHRIST, worſhip- 
worſhipped GO p, ped CurtsT, and 
and committed their committed their ſouls. 
ſouls to im at death. to kim at death. | 
The prophets declare | The angels and apo- 
Cod to be the Savi-.| ' files declare Jeſus to, 
our. be the Saviour. 
And ſus declares He and the Father are ONE. 


We do not afk, Is it not poſſible, that many of 
the above-cited paſſages might be tortured into a 
different meaning? but, Have we not taken them. 
in their moſt obvious ſenſe ? And is it not plain 
from thence, that the Being who appeared in the 
world by the name of JESUS CHRIST poſſeſſed. 
that divine nature, incomprehenſible to finite ca- 
pacities, which we call Gop, and that he was 
manifeſted to mankind as the proper Objedt f 
Supreme Adoration ?-—The ſame honours, there- 

fore: 
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fore, being required to be paid to Chriſt as to 
God, were they diſlinct beings, no rule is given 
to diſlinguiſh one from the other - and as it is to- 
tally repugnant, beth to reaſon and'revelation, 
that there ſhould be more than One proper object 
of worſhip, the Divinity of our Saviour being 
thus undemably proved, it neceſſarily follows, 
That He is the TRUE and ONLY Gop, or elſe 
JEHOVAH hath given his glory to another ; 
which he hath declared he will not do, and * it 1s 
impoſſible for God to lie.” “ Therefore, ye 
are my witneſſes, ſaith IEHOVAU, that I am 


Gop. Yea, before the day was I am he, and 


there is none that can deliver out of my hand 
I, even I am JEHOVAU, and beſides me there is 
no SAVIOUR,” 
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JESUS CHRIST. 


Whom do men ſay, that I. the SON of MAN, 


am Matt. xvi. 1g. 


- 
„ . 


or — 


—— — — 
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Pp A R T II. 


THE 


HUMANITY or JESUS CHRIST. 


He is the MESSENGER of the Lord of Hog. | 


RO M what hath been already ftated, the 

Divinity of our Saviour appears evident to 
the loweſt capacity ; but to avoid the charge of 
partiality, let us make a like ſtatement of the 
contrary ſide of the queſtion, and try, whether it 
is not equally evident, that there is but One 
God, even the Father,” and that Jeſus Chrift 
1s a being inferior to God. 

For this purpoſe we ſhall purſue a plan fo far 
ſimilar to that adopted in the former part, as to 
take the ſcriptures for our guide; but with this 
very material difference, that we muſt be content 
with proving what he is not——not what he is, and 

VOL, I. I as 
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as it hath already been attempted to prove only 
that Jeſus Chriſt 1s Gop, ſo now it is intended 
to bring equal evidence only that he is :nfer:or to 
the DerTy, without endeavouring to define the 
nature of him, who hath * a name above ev 'ery 
name.” 

Here we may read, ſtudy, and reaſon upon the 
holy writings; but we cannot compare charatiers, 
titles or perfections; for in this view there-is no 
being to put in competition with him. John the 
Baptiſt is deſcribed by our Saviour as the greateſt 
mortal being that ever appeared upon earth; and 
this John declares Jeſus Chriſt to be ſo far ſupe- 
rior to him, that he is unworthy to do the loweſt 
offices for him. Therefore, whzl/t we argue for 
the humanity of our Saviour, we ſhall not attempt 
any further proofs, than thoſe which the oppo- 
nents of his divinity may urge in defence of his 
znferiority to the Father. 

Moſes declares that there is but on- 25 
Thou ſhalt have no other Gods before me; 
and that the Meſſiah ſhall be the ſeed of the Wo- 
man: © I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, (ſaid God to the ſerpent) and between 
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thy ſeed and her ſeed : it ſhall bruiſe thy head, 
and thou ſhalt bruiſe his heel. Now here is not 
the leaſt token of the promiſed ſeed being of a 
nature in any degree ſuperior to the reſt of man- 
kind, much leſs that he would be equal to the 
Deity ; and our ideas of Gop, being, that“ he 
is of purer eyes than even to behold iniquity,“ it 
1s incompatible with that 1dea, that he ſhould 
unite himſelf to the form of one © ſhapen in ini- 
quity and conceived in ſin.“ 

The ſecond promiſe of the Meſſias is, that he 
ſnall be of the ſeed of Abram: I will bleſs them 
that bleſs thee, and curſe him that curſeth thee ; 
and in thee ſhall all the nations of the earth be 
bleſſed.” “ Do men gather grapes of thorns, 
or figs of thiſtles?” No. God giveth to every 
ſced its own body.” Abram, therefore, being of 
the ſced of Adam, was a ſinner ; for © O thou 
Adam, what haſt thou done ? for though it was 
thou that ſinned, thou art not fallen alone, but 
we all that come of thee.“ Jeſus Chriſt, then, 
being of the ſeed of Adam, and being © made in 
all things ike unto his brethren,” muſt he not, 
in ſome ſenſe, be a partaker of o72grnal fan, which | 
12 we 
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we all inherit from Adam? How then could 
he be G x! | 
Again, Moſes tells the Iſraelites, alluding to 
Chriſt, * The Lord thy God will raiſe up unto 
thee a Prophet from the midft of thee, of thy 
brethren, lile unto ME; unto him ye ſhall heark- 
en. . . . Moſes claimed no pretenfions to any 
ſuperior nature. When God appeared to him 
in the buſh, he ſaid. * O my Lord, I am not elo- 
quent, neither heretofore nor ſince thou haſt 
ſpoken unto thy ſervant ; but I am flow of 
| Ipeech, and of a flow tongue,” The Uraelites, 
therefore, could have no expeQation of any /i- 
perior being, much leſs of the Deity, in the pro- 
miſed prophet ; for as the diſſimilarity was ſo 
great between the LoxD and Moſes, that al- 
though the latter“ beſought the Lord, ſaying, 
I I pray thee let me go over and ſee this good 
land that is beyond Jordan, the Lord was wroth, 
and faid, Thou ſhalt not go over this Jordan ;” ſo 
our Saviour prayed earneſtly, © O Father, if it be 
poſſible, let this cup paſs from me !”” but © the 


cup might not paſs away from him except he 
drank it.“ 


Thou 
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Thou art great, O Lord God, (ſays David) 
for there-is none like thee ; neither is there any 
God be/edes thee ;” and in his prophecy concern- 
ing the Meſſiah, he ſays, © Thy Gop- hath 
| anointed thee with the oil of gladneſs above thy 
| fellows ; but he adds a reaſon for it: Becauſe 
« thou haſt loved righteouſneſs, and hated wick- 
edneſs. This exaltation is evidently founded 
upon his love of righteouſneſs, and not on ac- 
count of a fuperior nature. Thou art fairer 
(he adds) than the children of men; grace is 
poured into thy lips; therefore God hath bleſſed 
thee for ever.” But who is Gop fave the 
Lord? How then could the perſon anointed 
above his feilows be Gop ? 

Iſaiah, who wrote fo fully upon this ſubjeR, 
ſays, A virgin ſhall conceive, and bear a fon, 
and call has name Immanuel. Butter and honey 
ſhall he eat, that he may know to refuſe the evil 
and chuſe the good. . . . Unto us a child is born, 
_ unto us a ſon is given, and the government ſhall 
be upon his ſhoulder.” The prophet ſays, the 
zeal of the Lord of Hoſts will perform this;“ but 
can any fair conchaion be drawn from theſe 

quotations, 
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quotations, that this child, this /on ſhould be the 
Lok of Hosrs ? I am the Lo, and there 
is none elſe.” | | 

There ſhall come forth a rod out of the ſtems 
of Jeſſe, and a branch ſhall go out of his roots, 
and the ſpirit of the Lord ſhall reſt upon him, 
the ſpirit of wiſdom and underſtanding, the ſpirit 
of counſel and might, the ſpirit of knowledge 
and of che fear of the LoRD, and ſhall make him 
of quick underſtanding in the fear of the 
LoxD.” Is not this a proof that he is not 
God? Can the fear of the Lord be upon him- 
Who hath directed the ſpirit of the 
Lord, or, being his counſellor, hath taught him? 


.. . . Have ye not known? Have ye not heard? 
Hath it not been told you from the beginning ? 
Have ye not underſtood from the foundations of 
the earth? It is HE that ſitteth upon the circle 
of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as 
graſshoppers .. . . To whom then will ye hken 
me, or ſhall I be equal ? ſaith the Holy One.” 
To * my ſervant, whom I uphold? . . . I, the 
Lok, have called thee in righteouſneſs, and 
will hold thine hand... . I am the LoRD, that is 
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my name, and my glory will I not give to 


another.” 


No, faith the LorD that formed me from 


the womb to be his /crvan!, to bring Jacob again 
to him, Though Iſrael be not gathered, yet ſhall 
I be glorious in the eyes of the LoRD, and my 
God ſhall be my ſtrength. And he ſaid, It is a 
light thing that thou ſhouldſt be my /ervant to 
raiſe up the tribes of Jacob, and to reſtore the 
preſerved of Iſrael. I will alfo give thee for a 
light to the gentiles, that thou mayſt be my ſalva- 
tion unto the end of the earth.” 

„The LokD GoD hath given me the tongue 
of the learned, that I ſhould know how to ſpeak 
a word in ſeaſon to him that 1s weary: He 


wakeneth morning by morning: He wakeneth 
mine ear to hear as the learned. The LRD 


Gob hath opened mine ear, and I was not re- 
bellious, neither turned away back. I gave my 
back to the ſmiters, and my cheeks to them that 
plucked off the hair : I hid not my face from 
ſhame and ſpitting. For the Loxp Gop will 
help me, therefore ſhall 1 not be confounded : 


ticrefore have 1 ſet my face like a flint, and I 


know 
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know that I ſhall not be aſhamed. He is near 
that juſlifieth me, who will contend with me? 
Let us ſtand together: Who is mine adverſary? 
Let him come near to me. Behold, the Loxp 
Gop will te/þ me, who is he that thall condemn 
me?” —Can any thing be more plain than that 
here is an acknowledged dependence upon a /u- 
perior power? for how could the Lord take 
himſelf from the: womb to be hrs own ſervant? 
What need we any further witneſſes?” 
Again, My /ervant ſhall deal prudently; he 
ſhall be exalted and extolled, and be very high.” 
And © The ſpirit of the Loxp God is upon 
me, becauſe the LokD hath anointed me to 
preach good tidings unto the meek, he hath Ven 
me to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 
priſon to them that are bound. Hath the Lord 
anointed himſelf to preach, and /ent himſelf to 


proclaim liberty? 


Ezekiel, in his prophecy of the kingdom of 
Chriſt, ſays, © Thus ſaith the LoRD Gon, .... 
I will ſet up one ſhepherd over them, and he 


| ſhall feed them, even my ſervant David; he ſhall 
| be 
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be their ſheplerd. I the Loxp will 1 their 
Gob, and my ſervant David a prince among 
them. I the Lord Fave ſpoken it.“ | 
_ Micah declares, ©* He fhall ſtand and feed in 
the ſtrength of the LorD, in the majeſty. of the 
name of the LoR D his Gon.” : 
And the prophet Eſdras is e e, in 1 bit 
viſion of the Meſſiah: I Eſdras ſaw upon the 
Mount Sion a great people, whom I could not 
number, and they all praiſed the Lord with ſongs. 
And in the midſt of them there was a young man 
of a high ſtature, taller than all the reſt, and upon 
every one of their heads he ſet crowns, and was, 
more exalted; which I marvelled at greatly. So 
I aſked the angel, and ſaid, Sir, What are theſe? 
He anſwered and ſaid unto me, Thefe be they 
that have put off the mortal cloathing, and put. 
on the immortal, and have confeſſed the name 
of Cop: now are they crowned and received 
palms. Then ſaid I unto the angel, What young 
per/on is it that crowneth. them, and giveth them 
palms in their hands? So he anſwered and ſaid 
unto me, It is the Sox of Go, whom they have 
confeſſed in the world.” lere is evidently a 
Vor, , "I plain 
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plain diftintion of the perſon, or humanity, of 
the Son of God. | 
Jeremiah and Zechariah alſo defcribe him as 
a Branch; but from all the above-cited paſſages 
it is clear, that the prophets have deſcribed the 
Redeemer as a being znfanitely inferior to the 
DE1TY, and as one who could do nothing with- 
out the ſuperior aſſiſtance of the Almighty |—— 
Whence is it, then, that we ſhould appropriate 
Supreme Adoration to this © Prieſt of the Moſt 
High God? “ Moſes verily was faithful in all 
his houſe as a /ervant;” but who ever thinks of 
offering up prayers to him? Though hrs face 
& ſhone with the glory of God, ſo that the peo- 
ple were afraid to come nigh him,“ yet ſo far 
from adoring him, they © gathered themſelves 
together againſt Moſes and againſt Aaron, and 
faid, Ye take too much upon you!” Why, there- 
fore, is Supreme Worſhip to be paid to one who 
is deſcribed as having his © viſage ſo marret 
mote than any man, and his form more than the 
ſons of men?” 
The prophets having dearly inculcated the 
IE of one God only, and made a manifeſt 
diſtinction 


+ 
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diſtinttion between the © LoxD of HosTs,” and 


„his ſervant David,” we will endeavour to make 
the diſtinction equally clear from our Saviour's 


own words, as related by the evangeliſts. 


When the ſcribe demanded of Chriſt; Which 


is the firſt commandmenit of all ? Jeſus anſwered 
him, The firſt of all is, Hear, O Iſrael, the Lox» 
our GoD is One LORD. —A plain acknowledg- 
ment of that fundamental principle of our re- 
ligion; and the following extracts will ſufñciently 
prove, thet Chriſt ſpoke of himfelf as inferior to 
the FATHER, and that he was commiſſioned from 
him to accompliſh the gu end of man s eternal 
redemption. | 
«4 Whoſoever ſhall confeſs me before men, 
him will I confeſs alſo before my Father, which is 
in heaven. But whoſoever ſhall deny me before 
men, him will I won deny before my Father, 
which is in heaven.” 
In his diſcourſes, both public and private, no- 
thing appears more clear: I feek not une own 
will, but the will of the Father which /ent me. 
The works which the Father hath given me to 
finiſh, the: ſame works that I do bear witneſs of 
f K 2 me, 
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me, that the Father hath /en+ me. And the Father 
himſelf which hath ent me, hath borne witneſs of 
ane. Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, 

nor 1 has ſhape.” | 

All that the Father g:veth me ſhall come to 
me; and him that cometh to me I will in no 
wiſe caſt out. For I came down from heaven, 
not to do mine own wil!, but the will of him that 
ent me. And this is the Father's will which 
hath ent me, that of all which He hath gzven me 

I ſhould loſe nothing, but ſhould raiſe it up 
| again at the laſt day. And this is the will of him 
| that ent me, that every one which ſeeth the Sox, 
| and believeth on him, may have everlaſting life: 
And I will raiſe him up at the laſt day.“ 

It is written in your law, that the teſtimony 
of two men is true. I am one that bear wit- | 
neſs of myſelf, and * Father that /ent me, 
beareth witneſs of me. 

Ve ſeek to kill me, a man that hath told you 
the truth, which I have heard of GOD. . . . for! 
proceeded forth and came e Gop; 3 
came I of my/e!f, but he ſent me. . . I honour my 
Father, and ye do diſhonour me. And I ſeck 
not ine own glory.“ 


« My | 
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My Father, which gave them me, is GREAT ER 


THAN ALI: and none is able to pluck them out 
of my Father's hands.” 

«I have not ſpoken of myſelf; but the Father 
which ent me, he gave me a commandment, what 
I ſhould ſay, and what I ſhould ſpeak. And I 
know that his commandment is life everlaſtiug: 
Whatſoever I ſpeak, therefore, even as the Father 


fard unto me, ſo I ſpeak.” 


When the mother of Zebedee's children de- 
ſired Chriſt to grant that theſe my two children 
may fit one on thy right hand, and the other on 


thy left in thy kingdom,” Jeſus anſwered, “ to ſit on 


my right hand and on my left is not mzne to give; 
but it ſhall be given to them for whom it is pre- 


pared of my Father.“ 


In the diſcourſe to his diſciples preparatory to 
his ſufferings, he tells them, © If ye loved me, ye 
would rejoice, becauſe I ſay I go to the Father: 
for my Father is GREATER than I.“ 

Speaking of his ſecond coming, our Saviour 


ſays, © Of that day and hour knoweth no man, 


no not the angels in heaven, xe:her the SON, but 


the Father,” 
After 
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| After his reſurtection, Jeſus ſaid unto the dif. 
ciples, * All power is given unto me.” And 1 
alcend unto my Father and your Father, and to 
my GOD and your GoD.... As my Father hath 
font me, even ſo ſend I you.” 

It cannot be doubted but theſe 3 will be 
thought ſuſficient to prove, that our Saviour ac- 
knowledged himſelf inferior to the Father ; and 
we ſhall only add, as a further teſtimony of this 
fact, that Jeſas Chriſt frequently prayed to the 
Father ; which ſeems totally inconſiſtent with his 
being God, or equal to God: 

Laſtly, the Apoſtles declare his Tnferiorty 

| to the Father. 

1 Io avoid uſeleſs repetitions under this head, 
we ſhall only ſelect a few of the moſt ſtriking 
paſſages from ſuch of the apoſtles as have leſt re- 


1 corqds of their opinions. 
| | Stephen 1s related as ſeeing the glory of 
I Go, and Jeſus ſtanding on the 7:ght hand of 
1 Go! ;” which is a plain diſtinttion of perſons. 
Peter ſpeaks of Jeſus as a man, and aſeribes 
the reſurrection of his body to GOD as to a /upe- 
nor being: *Yemen of Iſrael, hear theſe words: 
Jeſus 
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Jeſus of Nazareth, a man approved of Gop 
among you by miracles, and wonders, and ſigns; 


which God did by him in the midſt of you, as xe 
yourſelves alſo know: Him, being delivered by 


the determinate counſel and. foreknowledge of 


God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have 


crucified and ſlain: Whom Gop rated up.” 

Paul writes, To the Romans, Seing it is One 
Cod-which ſhall juſtify the circumeiſion by faith, 
and uncircumciſion through faith... If thou ſhalt 
confeſs with thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, and be- 
lieve in thine heart that GOD hath raiſed him 
from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved.” 

To the Corinthians: To us there is but 
One God, the Father, of whom are all things, and 
we 1n him, and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom 
are all things, and we by him.” | 

To the Galatians : God is One... . GoD 


ſent forth his Son, made of: a woman, 8 under 
the law.“ 


To the Epheſians: One Cod and Father of 
all, who 1s above all, and through all, and in you 


all. . . . I bow my knees unto the Father of our 
Lord 7 Chriſt.” 
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To the Coloſſians: Seek thoſe things which 
are owe where Chriſt litteth on the regt hand 
of GoD.” 

To the Theſſalonians : © Ye turned to God 
from idols, to ſerve the Living and True Gop ; 
and to wait for his Son, from heaven, whom he 
raiſed from the dead, even Jeius whith gal ered 
us from the wrath to come.“ 

To Timothy: For there is One Gop, and 
One MEDIAToR between God and man, the 
Man CHRIST JESUS.” 

To the Hebrews * Now the GoD of peace, 
that brought again from the dead our Lord Jeſus, | 
that great ſhepherd of the ſheep, . . . . make you 
perſett.” 

James, in his general epiſtle to the twelve 
tribes, ſays, © Thou believeſt that there is One 
Gov; thou doſt well.“ 

And John, with whom we cloſe, © teſtifies, 
that the Father /ent the Son, to be the Saviour 


of the world.” 


- The ſubſtance of. this enquiry is, that the 
Prophets proclaim the Un:ty of God, and de- 
ſcribe the Meſſiah as a /ervant of God: 


Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt acknowledges the Unity of God, 
and declares himſelf znfer:or to the Father, both 
in knowledge and nature : 

The Diſciples and Apoſtles of Chriſt con- 
firm theſe doctrines: 

And all the evidences agree in one grand 
point, viz. That God is the proper object of 
worſhip. | 

Whence it 1s inferred, That although Jeſus 
Chriſt might be of a nature ſuperior to that of 
mankind 1n general, or even of angels; and 
though for his perfect obedience to the will of 
God, he may be exalted above all principalities, 
and powers, or, as it is figuratively expreſſed, is 
ſeated at the igt hand of God; yet, being in- 
terior to, and a ſeparate being from, the God- 
head, he is NOT the proper object of SUPREME 
ADORATION. | 
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GOD. and M AM 


But whom ſay YE that I am 2—Matt. xvi. 15- 
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1 have nedeemed them, yet they have ſpoken Lits 
| ago me. 


J the preceding — of this work, it hath 
been attempted to eſtabhſh, from the ſame 
ſource of evidence, two ”m contrary propo- 
ſitions, viz. 

Firſt, The DivINITy of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt. 
And ſecond, The HUMANITY, or (if the ex- 


preſſion may be allowed) the NON-DEITx of 

the ſame perſonage. | 3 
By taking either part ſeparate, the fact meant 
to be eſtabliſhed appears evident; and it is from 
the Scriptures being thus partially quoted, to an 
extreme degree, that ſyſtems are formed dia- 
| metrically 
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metrically oppoſite to each other, notwithſtanding 
the partizans of each found them upon the Truth 
of holy writ. 

Thoſe who adhere to the facts contained in 
our fecond part, look upon the Redeemer of 
mankind as a created being, and conſequently 
affirm, that he is not the proper object of our 
worſhip. Whilft others, fully convinced of the 
drome nature of the Meſſiah, have concluded his 
human form to have been imaginary, and that he 
was in fact only a ſpirit. 

Againſt this latter doctrine John guards the 
brethren in his general epiſtle : © Beloved, be- 
heve not every ſpirit; but try the ſpirits, whether 
they are of God; becauſe many falle prophets 
are gone out into the world. Hereby know 1e | 
the ſpirit of God: Every ſpirit that confeſſeth that 
Jeſus Chriſt is come in the fleſh, is of God. And 
every ſpirit that confeſſeth not that Jeſus Chriſt 
is come in the fleſh, is not of God. And this is 
that ſpirit of Anti-chrift, whereof you have heard 
that it ſhould come, and even now already is it 
in the world.“ 


And againſt the former doctrine, or that of 
| Chrilt's 
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Chriſt's mere humanity, Paul particularly cau- 
tions the Coloſſians: * Beware, leſt any man 
ſpoil you, through philoſophy and vain deceit, 
after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of 
the world, and not after Chriſt, for in him 
dwelleth al! the fulneſs of the Go DUEAR 
bodily. 35 
But after conſidering both theſe parts a 

how is an impartial, unprejudiced perſon to de- 
termine? He will find himſelf in a ſituation 
ſomething ſimilar to that of the Jews, when our 
Saviour, ſaid unto them, I will allo aſk ye 
one thing and anſwer me: The baptiſm of John, 
was it from heaven, or of men? And they rea- 
ſoned with themſelves, ſaying, If we ſhall ſay 
from heaven, he will ſay, Why then believed ye 
him not? But, and if we ſay of men, all the 
people will ſtone us, for they be perſuaded that 
John was a prophet. And they anfwered, That 
they could not tell whence it was. So, in the pre- 
ſent caſe, If the firſt propoſition be a fact, and 
our Saviour be truly GoD, why is he not uni- 
verſally worſhipped as fuch ? But if the ſecond 


be proved, and he is not God, who is is Lord, 
. that 
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that we ſhould ſerve kim ?” It is not ſufficient 
for us to ſay, Ve cannot tell, for * He is the Rock 
of 'our Salvation!” Yet how can we ſay that 
Every word of God is pure,” when it is capable 
of giving foundation to two ſuch. —_— 
dofrines ? | 

To reconcile theſe apparent contradiftions, it 
hath been urged, that the paſſages contained in 
our ſirſt ſection are moſt of them expreſſed „gu- 
ratively, as they relate to our Saviour; and many 
very ſtrong and powerful arguments have been 
made uſe of, in order to induce chriſtians to re- 
frain from addreſſing prayers to Jeſus Chriſt. 
The principal of theſe arguments will hereafter 
be conſidered, and it is intended here to attempt 
a reconciliation from the ſame ſource whence our 
former proofs have been deduced. | 

That the two ſyſtems above deſcr ibed are both 
_ erroneous is beyond a doubt; for by adopting 
either of them we make a direct contradiction in 
that © Lord who changeth not. —If, therefore, 
it is not difficult to prove, by a partial quo- 
tation of the word of God, that Jeſus Chriſt was 
either God or Man, the moſt impartial method 

| | . 
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of deciding the queſtion. muſt be, that he was 


BOTH—PEREECIT GOD as wellas PERFECT 
MAN; and it is ſuch a perfection only chat is 
juſtly compatible with his character of Mediator 
and judge. This is certainly Paul's idea, when 
he ſays, a Mediator is not a mediator of one; 
but God is One;“ that is, GoD (or ſelf- exiſting 
Deity) is a pure unſullied Fountain of all Excel- 
lence, Supreme in Nature, Glory, Majeſty and 
Dominion: MAN is a complex, fallen, diſobe - 
dient creature: And JESUS CHRIST, being a 
Mediator between two beings whoſe natures were 
ſo znjinitely diſtinct, it became neceſſary, that to 
| be qualified for that office, he ſhould be perfet 
in both natures; and as © in all things it behoved 
him to be madde like unto his brethren, that he 
might be a faithful high prieſt in things pertain- 
ing to God, to make reconciliation for the fins 
of the people: For in that he himſelf hath ſuf. 


tered, being tempted, he is able to ſuccour them 


that are tempted.” So, if Mercy demanded this 
on the part of mankind, 7u/t:ce demanded, on 


the part of God, that in him ſhould alſo dwelk 


* the FULNEss (or Supreme Nature} of the 
GODHEAD.” 
vol. I, M it 
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It is wiſhed to render this plain to the meaneft 
capacity; for which purpoſe. we mult be rather 
more explicits 
We take it for granted, then, that angels are Z 
beings ſuperior to mankind, and that archangels 
are {uperior to both. Now, if there was a cauſe 
to decide between angels and men, an archangel 
would be a competent judge; but if the difpute 
was between archangels and men, an angel would 
not be a proper judge, as not comprehending the 
ſuperior nature of the archangels, who would, 
on, that account, object againſt him. So, in the 
final judgment between God the Father and 
mankind, we are taught, that Infinite Juſtice 
muſt co-operate with Infinite Mercy; for which 
reaſon it appears neceſſary, that, as there is no 
being of a nature ſuperior to both parties, in or- 
der to render our Judge impartial, he mult be 
PERFECT GOD as well as PERFECT MAN 
—Supreme in Divinity by his ſtrict union with 
the Father; but inferior to the Father, as having 
been © made a little lower than the angels, for 
the ſuffering of death,“ that he * be per- 
fect Rn ſufferings.” 
But 
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But this © Perfection through ſufferings,” can- 
not, as ſome imagine, be the - /ole reaſon of 
Chriſt's exaltation : It is, by the apoſtles, plainly 
made a ſecondary ground, and qualified him as a 
Mediator on the part of man only; his own 
original divine nature qualifying him on the part 
of GOD. Chriſt himſelf ſays, ** What and if ye 
ſhall ſee the Son of Man aſcend up where he was 
before!” and in his prayer, *And now, O Father, 
glorify thou me with thine own /e/f, with the 


glory I had zw/: thee before the world was.“ —It 


was in heaven, where he was before his incarna- 
tion, when glorified with the Father himſelſ, that 
* being in the form of God, he thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God.” Yet, through 
his infinite love to mankind, he left this high 
ſtation, * made himſelf of no reputation, and took 
upon him the form of a ſervant, and was made in 
the likeneſs of men: And being found in faſhion 
as a man, he humbled himſelf, and became obe- 
dient unto death, even the death of the croſs : 
Wherefore, ALs0 (that is, beſides his original 
. claim) God hath highly exalted him, and given 
him a name which is above every name; That 
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at the name 6f Jeſus every knee ſhould bo, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth. 

And again, the ſame olle; *Though he were 


a SoNn;” notwithſtanding his original godhead, 


and divine right to the throne; © yet learned he 
obedience by the things which he ſuffered: And 


being made perfect“ trough ſufferings, he be- 


came a proper Mediator in behalf of mankind, 


and thereby became the author of eternal ſalva- 
tion unto all them that obey him. . . . For it be- 
eame him (or was nece//ary) in bringing many ſons 


unto glory, to make the captain of their ſalvation 
perfect through ſufferings.” _ 

This definition, it is hoped, will, at leaſt, be 
found free from thoſe abſurdities and contradic- 
tions which ſome have had recourſe to, in order 
to annul the Saviour's claim to adoration ; fince 
nothing is advanced which appears contrary to 
reaſon, or repugnant to the honour of God, and 
the truth of the ſcriptures. And although we 
have endeavoured to grant every poſſible allow- 
ance, in our ſecond part, to thoſe who inſiſt 
upon a negative to Chriſt's divinity, yet it muſt 

be 
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be evident to every perſon acquainted with the 
facred writings, that the paſſages ſelected for that 
purpoſe are, in many inftances, very partially 
quoted. 

Jeſus was indeed of the ſeed of Adam, 3 
ham, and David, © according to the fleſn; . . in 
all points tempted like as we are, yet without fin, 
... holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from ſin- 
ners, and made higher than the heavens ; . . . he 


had —_— no 3 neither was any deceit in 


his mouth. 


David "A indeed, Thy God hath anointed 


thee above thy fel/ows,”” meaning his brethren of 
the human race; but he ſays alſo, in the preced- 
ing verſe, ſpeaking of the ſame perſonage, Thy 
throne, O Gop, is for ever and ever.” David, 
then calls him Gop, and although he ſpeaks of 
him in ſome places as a being 2»ferzor to the 
Deity, in alluſion to his Human Nature, yet he 
acknowledges his power to be equal, for he ex- 
claims, Kiſs the So, leſt He be angry, and ſo 
ye periſn from the way, when 71:5 wrath is 
kindled but a little. Bleſſed are all they that put 
their truſt in Rem.“ David, then, whole * whole 

delight 
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delight was in the law of the Lord,“ allows the 
SON to have the power of dooming mankind to 
deſtruction in his wrath : Hath the FATHER a 
ſuperior power? The pſalmiſt adviſes us to 
put our truſt in the SON ; but as for himſelf, he 
exclaims, Mine eyes look unto thee, O LORD 
God; in Thee is my truſt.: O caſt not out my 
ſou!.* Now, if David did not believe in the di- 
vinity of tlie Son, we have no great proof of his 
ſincerity, in adviſing us to depend upon one 
power, if the God in whom he truſts is ſuperior! 
Iſaiah deſcribes the Meſſiah ſometimes as a 
ſervant, a ſhepherd, and ſo on; but he alſo ſpeaks 
of him in the moſt exalted language: Who is 
this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments 
from Bozrah ? This that is glorious in his ap- 
parel, travelling in the greatneſs of his ſtrength ? 
I that ſpeak in righteouſneſs, mg/hty to have! 
—— Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, 
and thy garments like him that treadeth in the 
wine-fat ? I have troden the wine. preſs alone, 
and of the people there was none with me: for 


I will tread them in mine anger, and trample 
them in my fury, and their blood ſhall be 
ſprinkled 
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ſprinkled upon my garments, and I will ſtain all 
my raiment. For the day of vengeance is in 
mine heart, and the year of my redeemed-is 
come. And I looked, and there was none to 
help, and I wondered that there was none to up- 
hold : Therefore mine own arm it brought ſalva- 
tion, and my fury it upheld me. And I will 
tread down the people in mine anger, and make 
them drunk in my fury, and I will bring down 
their ſtrength to the earth.” Is this the lan- 
guage of him who was © oppreſſed and afflicted, 
yet opened not his mouth;” or of © The Lox, 
who hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of- 
all nations?“ 


Doth not this ſame prophet, who declares 
„God will not give his glory to another,” aſcribe 
to the Meſſiah all the glorious titles of IEHo- 
VAN? © And his name ſhall be called Wonder- 
ful! Counſellor! The Mighty God! The 
Everlaſting Father! The Prince of Peace!“ 
The name of the So is the Everlaſling Fa- 
THER! Is not this perfectly agreeable to 
the Saviour's own expreſſion, © I and my Father 
are One he | 


It 
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IL is true the prophet calls him“ a Rod of the 
ſtem of jeſſe; but how. expreſſive, ſublime and 
beautiful is he in praiſing the Lord for ſalyation ! 
O LoRD, thou art my God, I will exalt, thee, 
I will-praife thy name; for thou haſt done won- 
derful things! . . . In this mountain ſhall the 
Lord of Hosts male unto all people a feaſt; of 
fat things. And he will deſlroy in this 
mountain the face of the covering caſt over all 
people, and the vail. that is ſpread over all na- 
tins. . Ile will ſwallow up death in victory, and 
the LORD Cop will wipe away tears from off 
all faces, and the rebuke of his people ſhall he 
take away from off all the earth: for the LORD 
hath ſpoken it. And it ſhall be ſaid, in that day, 
Lo, THIS IS OUR GOD, we have waited for 
Him, and He will ſave us: THIS IS OUR 
LORD, we have waited for Han, we will be 
glad, and rejoice in His ſalvation!“ 

From the pallage of Eſdras it is in 
clear, that there is not any other God but the 
Lo RD JESUs, © I ſaw upon the Mount Sion 
(fays he) a great people, whom I could not num- 
ber, praiſing the LoRD;“ Yet he gives no de- 

ſcription 
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ſcription of any other Lord, than him, whom the 
angel fays was what the multitude had confeſſed 
in this world as the SON of God; but that now 


they had put off the mortal cloathing and put on - 


the immortal, they had confeſſed the Name of 
GoD; that is, JESUS C1R1ST is the Name of 
God, and true believers, when freed from the 
fetters of mortality, acknowledge him to be the 


TRUE Gop, who appeared in this world, and 


whom they had here worſhipped, as the SON of 
Gon.——This is evidently the ſenſe in which. 
every impartial perſon muſt conſider this pro- 
phecy, and is confirmed by the remaining part of 
the chapter: Then began J greatly to com- 


mend them that ſtood ſo ſtiffly for the Name of 


the LORD. Then the angel ſaid unto me, Go 
thy way, and tell my people what manner of 
things, and how great wonders of the LORD ty 
God thou haſt ſeen.” 

Although the prophets, in conformity to his 
official character, ſpeak of the Meſſiah as a Ser- 
vant, a Branch, and ſo forth; yet how frequently 
is it ſaid, “ I the Lord am thy Saviour and thy 
Redeemer, the mighty ONE of Jacob!” 
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i G00 is the SAVIOUR. | 
The Father is the And the Son is the 
6 Saviour, Saviour, 
Let there is but One Saviour: 

The FATHER and the SON, therefore, are but 
ONE GOD. 

Doth a fountain ſend forth at the ſame place 
ſweet and bitter? Can the fig-tree bear olive- 
berries, either a vine figs?” No. The fiream 
is pure according as the fountain is ſo; the 
branches partake of 'the nature of the root; and 
* Ye ſhall know them by the fruit.” ——Gop, 
then, being the Fountain of Purity, as Jeſus 
Chriſt © proceeded forth and came from,” and 
was * the only begotten Son of, GoD,” he muſt 
be, like the fountain whence he ſprung, pure and 
perfect; that is, he muſt be of the nature of his 
Father, and be truly DIVINE ; and being alſo of 
the * ſeed of the woman,” agreeable to the Al- 
mighty's prediction, but of an unſpotted virgin; 
being free from guile, and having fulfilled the 
whole law, notwithſtanding he had“ the know- 
ledge of good and evil,” and was alſo in full poſ- 
3 *of the tree of life,” he thereby became a 


ferfecl 
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ferſect MAN. Certainly, therefore, taking the 
title Son of God in the moſt confined ſenſe, our 
Saviour was as truly God, derived from his Fa- 
ther JEHOVAH, as he was really Man, derived 
from the virgin his mother—he was PERFECT 
Gop and PERFECT MAN—Perfett in his god- 
head by nature and inheritance, and Perſect in 
his manhood by obedience and ſufferings. 

We have endeavoured, in many of the fore- 
going pages, to lead our readers into the know- 
ledge of two intermediate truths reſpecting the 
nature of the Redeemer, viz. Firſt, The neceſſity 
of his perfection in the divine as well as in the 
human nature; and ſecond, That he muſt be di- 
vine as being the Son of God, as well as human in 
being the Son of Man. We call theſe interme- 
diate Truths, particularly the laſt; becauſe they 
only tend to lead us forward to the real nature of 
our Redeemer; for if we were to ſtop here, it 
would neceſſarily follow; that Jefus Chriſt is a 
divine being totally diſtinct from the Deity, con- 

ſequently, that either he is not a proper object of 
fupreme adoration, or elle that we worſhip. 2 
Gods. Every chriſtian will ſtart at the charge 
Us N 2 of 
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of 'acknowledging a plurality of Gods, therefore 
let us proceed to diſcover, how that charge can 

be avoided in worſhipping the LORD JESUs. 
The juſtice and neceſſity of our Mediator and 
Judge being perfect in his divinity as well as 
humanity, we take for granted, becauſe it is 
agreeable both to reaſon and the divine plan of 
Order. But to be properly Man, he muſt be, as 
the Eſtabliſhed Church expreſſes it, of a rea- 
ſonable ſoul and human fleſh ſubſiſting, and to 
be truly God can belong to one being only, which 
is JEHOVAH; for if the Redeemer be a divine 
being diſtinti from the Deity, he muſt be in- 
debted for his exiſtence to a ſuperior power, and 
therefore could not be truly God, felt-exiftence 
and independence being inſeparable from. Deity, 
Now the neceſſity of Chriſt being perfect has 
been ſufficiently ſhewn, whence it evidently fol- 
lows, that no being could be qualified for the 
purpoſes for which Jeſus Chriſt came into the 
World, but JEHOVAH HIMSELF, and that, by no 

other means than by aſſuming our humanity. 
If mankind would but attend to this idea of the 
Redeemer, which is perfectly agreeable to the 
a Word 
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WW ord of God, every ſhadow of inconſiſtency in 


the ſacred writings would totally vaniſh, and they 


would then appear to be, what they really are— 
the WorD of TRUTH, ſent down by“ the Fa- 
ther of Lights, with whom is no variableneſs, 
neither ſhadow of turning. Gop (or Di- 
vinity) cannot be tempted with evil; therefore 


it was neceſſary that he ſhould aſſume a nature 
which could be aſſaulted and tempted; and if we 
attend to the book of Pſalms, the whole of which 

allude to the temptations and victories of the 
Lord, we ſhall eaſily diſcover, that ſo far as he 
was made in the likeneſs of his brethren,” viz. 
in the humanity poſleſſing a reaſonable ſoul, he 
allowed the evil ſpirits to aſſault him in a more 
violent manner than any other being was ever 
able to bear. In theſe temptations, therefore, 
the Divinity (allow the expreſſion) not exerting 
1t/elf in the humanity, the Father was to he con- 
ſidered as a diſlindt or ſuperior power, greater 


than the Son, whole ſufferings not being yet 


compleat, the humanity was not ripe for gloriſi- 
cation, or being made divine, 


Let 
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Let not any object to this definition of its be- 
ing JEHOVAY himſelf who aſſumed the huma- 
nity, and urge that the Redeemer of the World 
was an intermediate being, between the Divine 
and human natures ; for ſuch a notion is not 
agreeable to the fcriptural account either of a 
REDEEMER or of REDEMPTION.—The RE- 
DEEMER 1s particularly deſcribed as God and 
Man.—* GoD was manifeſt in the e. . The 
FATHER dwelleth in me. . . . The Son of Man 
ſhall come in the glory of Gov.” By Redemp- 
tion GoD reconciled all things to hi,]. the 
Man Chriſt Jeſus was perfected through ſufſer- 
ings,” —many of which were temptations that 
could aſſault humanity only; and that humanly 
having“ overcome the ſharpneſs of Death, GoD 
thereby opened the kingdom of heaven to all be- 
hevers,” ſo tliat let all the houſe of Iſrael u dl 
know, that God hath made that fame Jeſus, whom 
ye have crucified, both LoRD and CHRIST.“ 
Our Saviour's own expreſſions are, in many 
places, very forcible ; and plainly demonſtrate 
that with reſpect to his human nature he was 
literally made in all things like unto his bre- 

thren;” 
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mten;“ ſubjett to the moſt violent temptations 
and aſſaults of the Devil. This is a fact we do 
not attempt or wiſh to deny; for this 1s the True 
Chriſtian's grand foundation-ſtone—GoD was 
MADE MAN. But this does by no means con- 
trovert the Divinity of our Redeemer. © For 
our ſakes he became poor, . . and took upon him 
the form of a ſervant, . .. and became obedient 
unto Death, even the Death of the Croſs!” But 
it did not reſt here ; for the Divinity raiſed this 
perfected humanity, glorified it, and aſcended 
with it into heaven, ſo that as God was made 
Man, now Man WAS MADE GoD, and con- 
tinues ſo for ever. 


It may be ſaid, if the Father and the Son be One 


in the common acceptation, why ſhould Chriſt 


fray to the Father? A being praying to himſelf 


is a paradox. And the expreſſions ſent, given, &c. 
evidently point out a dependence ; for how could 
God /end himſelf ? 


If Paul found himſelf obliged, a long time Aer 


our Saviour, to *ſpeak after the manner of men, 


becauſe of our infirmities,” ſurely there muſt be 
at leaſt an equal neceſſity for this accommoda- 


tion, 
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tion, before our Redeemer had breathed on 

them that they might receive the holy ſpirit.” 
If the Jews could not believe him to be the 
AMeſſial, notwithſtanding all his miracles, and 
* the gracious words that he ſpoke,” becauſe he 
did not appear in the pomp and glory they ex- 
pected; how much more inveterate muſt they 
have been againſt him, if, riſing from a ſtable, he 
had immediately claimed his title of The 
Micuty Gop !—* I have yet many things to 
ſay unto you,” ſaid Chriſt to his diſciples, © but 
ye cannot bear them now ; howbeit, when the 
Spirit of Truth is come, he ſhall guide you unto 
all truth... . He ſhall glorify ME.“ And aſter 
having declared his godhead in the fulle!t man- 
ner poſſible, he ſays, I have told you before it 
come to pals, that when it doth come to paſs ye 
might beheve.”'—The Spirit of Truth taught 
them to ſpeak of him as GOD. This Spirit of 
Truth taught the beloved diſciple John to ſay, 
Goh laid down his life for us.” This Spirit 
of Truth taught Stephen to cry out, Lord Ze/us 
receive my ſpirit ;”” for it brought to their re- 
membrance that Jeſus had ſaid, © He that hath 
ſeen 
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Teen me hath ſeen the Father, and © Whatſo- 
ever ye ſhall aſk in my name, that will I do.” 


There is a wiſe and beautiful diverſity in the 


conduct of God, evident to every perſon who 


makes the ſcriptures his ſtudy; and the roll of 
knowledge and man's redemption gradually un- 


folds itſelf the nearer it approaches to the hour 
when the true worſhippers worſhip the Father in 
ſpirit and in truth.” God granted a glimmering 


of Light only to Moſes ; it became brighter in 


the time of the prophets ; and ſhone in its full 
ſplendour in that age in which the. 8 
and apoſtles lived. 5 

The Jews, naturally fond of ſhew, and the ex- 
teriors of religion, expetted a Me/tah agreeable 


to their ideas; one who ſhould literally fill the 
throne of David—who ſhould: © ſubdue all na- 


tions, and ſlay even kings for their fakes.” They 
expected a © Lord to go forth as a mighty man, 
to ſtir up jealouſy like a man of war, to cry, yea, 
to roar, and prevail againſt his enemies; but not 
to be © a man of ſorrows and:acquainted with 


grief.“ Their ideas of a Redeemer being en- 


tirely ſenſual, there was a neceſſiiy for the myſtery 
VOL, 1. 0 of 
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of Chriſt” to be unfolded gradually. That he 
who was born in a manger was © the Lord from 
Heaven,“ was a truth which they could not at 
that time bear. The Saviour, inſtead of being 
placed on a throne, © had not where to lay his 
head.“ From a flable, though © he had never 
learned letters,” he enters into the temple, and 
diſputes with the learned; thence he preaches the 
kingdom of God—performs miracles—1s betray- 
ed tried and acknowledges himſelf to be the 
Meſſiah, for which he is condemned —crucified 
and buried. Having broken the bands of death, 
he riſes from the grave —aſcends up into heaven 
—is beheld in glory and ſends the Holy Ghoſt 
to inſtruct the apoſtles in the © great myRery of 
godlineſs.“ If it was neceſſary that Chriſt's ex- 
altation from a manger to the Supreme Sove- 
reignty of Heaven ſhould be unfolded by degrees, 
and not ſhining at once, ſo that no one could 
look upon him,“ are we to doubt of its truth, be- 
cauſe the language of the maſter is adapted to the 
capacities of his pupils? Though at the firſt 
they. © could not receive his ſaying,” yet at the 
laſt they could exclaim, Now ſpeakeſt thou 

| Le” plainly, 
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plainly, and ſpeakeſt no proverb. Now are we 


ſure that thou knoweſt all things, and needeſt not 


that any man ſhould aſk thee. By this we know 

that thou came/t forth from God.“ | 
The religion of Jeſus Chriſt is intended to 

make mankind happy, and to reform and refine 


them up to that ſtate of purity and innocence in 


which the Creator placed them “ in the begin- 
ning.” For this purpoſe our Divine Teacher in- 
ſtructed us not only by precepts but by examples. 
As he was born in a low ſtation to teach us hu- 
mility, and tempted, that we might withſtand 


temptation ; fo he prayed to convince us of the 


ablolute neceſſity of this important duty, to re- 
mind us of our incapacity to do any thing with- 
out a ſuperior director, and the obligation we are 
under to God's bounty for every bleſſing which 
we enjoy. No proof, however, againſt the divi- 
nity of Chriſt, can be inferred from lus prayzng, 
becauſe he gives a ſufficient reaſon for it himſelf 
in his thankſgiving at raiſing Lazarus; © becauſe 
of the people which ſtood by I ſaid it.” And 


again, when there came a voice from heaven, 


ſaying, I have both glorified it, and will glonty 
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it again. . . Jeſus anſwered and ſaid, This voice 
came not becauſe of me, but for your ſakes.” 
A further reaſon may be alledged in defence 


of Chriſt praying, without diminiſhing the proof 


of his Original Divinity. Allowing the nece//ity 


of the Mediator for mankind being made Perfect 


through ſufferings, it ſeems equally neceſſary 
that in the great trial of his faith and obedience, 
his nature ſhould be left purely human; that as 


his birth and miracles had proved him God, ſo 


his ſufferings and death might prove him Man. 
And although we muſt allow him to have been 
left ſolely to his human nature in all temptations, 
yet there appears no impropriety in ſuppoſing the 
laſt great change of that kind to have taken 
place at the period when the © Greeks had de- 
fired to ſee Jeſus; for there is no record of his 
working any miracles after that, except the tri- 
fling one of healing Malchus's ear.” And Jeſus 
anſwered them, ſaying, The hour is now come 
that the Son of Man ſhould be glorified. . . Now 
is my ſoul troubled, and what ſha!l I fay ? Fa- 
ther, ſave me from this hour ? but for this caufe 
came I to this hour.“ I will ſay, then, Father, 

| glorify 
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glorify thy name. . . Now is the judgment of this 
world: Now ſhall the prince of this world be 
caſt out.” In this ſtate, purely. human, may 
we naturally ſuppoſe the Man Chriſt Je- 
ſus,” to exclaim, My ſoul is exceeding ſor- 


rowful, even unto death.. . . O, my Father, if it 


be poſlible, let this cup paſs away from me. 
My God! My God! Why haſt thou forſaken me?“ 

We may alſo obſerve, that it appears to be in 
this ſtate, purely human, preparatory to his great 
conflict, that Chriſt made uſe of thoſe two re- 
markable paſſages, quoted ſo frequently as argu- 


ments againſt his Divinity: Firſt, © Of that day 


and hour knoweth no man, no not the angels 
which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Fa- 
ther.” This very ſtriking expreſſion is only re- 
corded by Mark, though the account of his ſecond 
appearance 1s mentioned alſo by Matthew and 
Luke; and none of the three have produced an 
inſtance of his having performed any miracles 


after his declaration concerning the latter day, 


except the trifling one above-cited. Matthew, 
indeed, has recorded his two parables and hiſtory 


of the laſt judgment, which all, in fact, relate to 


the 
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the ſame ſubject; and they proceed immediately 


to give an account of his preparation for the 


: grand conflict. 


The ſecond paſſage is, My Father i is greater 
than I. This expreſſion was made, his pathetic 
prayer and many of the controverted paſſages de- 
livered, after the above-mentioned. period; but 
when 1n his diſcourſe to the Jews, before that 


time, he ſays, My Father is greater than all,” 


to prevent a miſconception of his words, he 2m- 
medialely adds, I and my Father are One.” 
Nothing, therefore, can be more plain, than that 
in theſe expreſſions of inferiority, he alluded 


merely to his human nature ; which being left 
entirely to itſelf during temptation, for its per- 


fection through ſufferings, the Father was hen 
greater than the Son; but whilſt “ the Father 
dwelt in the Son and did the Works,“ and after 
the Son had aſcended unto the Father (for it 
ſhould alſo be particularly noted, that it was im- 
mediately after his reſurrection, before he had 
aſcended unto the Father, when the union of the 
Divinity and Humanity was not complete, for 
which reaſon he was not to be touched, that he 


ſays, 
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ſays, My God and your God”) but whilſt the 
Father dwelt in the Son and did the works, and 
after the Son had aſcended unto the Father, the 


Father and Son were ſtrictly and literally 


ONE TRUE and ONLY GoD. 

In reſpeft of Chriſt ſpeaking of himſelf and 
Father, in other places, as if they were diſlintt 
beings, we find even in common life, it is not 
deemed at all improper for a perſon to allude to 
his Soul as to a diſtinct or ſuperior power. Thus 
the pſalmiſt : © In the Lord put I my truſt, how 


fay ye to my ſoul, Flee as a bird to your 


mountain? .. . How long ſhall I take counſel in 
my /oul ? .. . O my ſoul, thou halt ſaid unto the 
Lord, Thou art my Lord.” 


The requeſt of Zebedee's children was not 


even the Father's to give in the manner it was 


deſired. The kingdom of heaven is for thoſe 
to whom it ſhall be adjudged at the final day of 


accounts; when the ways of God will be found 


equal, and © our LORD JESuS CHRIST ſhall 
ſhew, Who is the bleſſed and only potentate, the 


King of Kings, and Lord of Lords : Who only 


hath immortality, dwelling in the light which 


no 
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no man can approach unto, whom no man hath 

ſeen or can ſee.” | 
It muſt be granted, that Peter, in his firſt ſer- 
mon, calls him Ze/us 'of Nazareth, and ſays, that 
* GoD raiſed him up;“ but then it ſhould be 
conſidered, that Peter's congregation, to. whom 
he addreſſed that diſcourſe, were ſimilar to the 
Corinthians when Paul wrote his firſt epiſtle to 
them, babes in Chriſt: © And I, brethren, could 
not ſpeak unto you as unto ſpiritual, but as unto 
carnal, even as unto babes in Chriſt. I have fed 
you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto 
ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are 
ye able. For ye are yet carnal.” For our Lord 
ſays, © Therefore doth my Father love me, be- 
cauſe I lay down my life that I might take it 
again. No man taketh it from me, but J lay it 
down of myſelf: I have power to lay it down, 
and I have power to tale it again. He adds, 
This commandment have I received of my Fa- 
ther,” 1. e. This is the purpoſe of my coming into 
the world, That I ſhould be a willing ſacrifice 
for the fins of mankind, and ſhould conquer 
Death and the Grave by my 9n power. 
| . To 
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To enquire, How the Divinity could ſo ſtrictly | 
unite itſelf with humanity, ſo that the Father and 
the Son can be but one Go, i. e. ſtrictly and 


properly one being, is a queſtion, like ſome 
which the Jews aſked our Saviour —inproper. 
becauſe © as the heaverf is higher than the earth, 
ſo are God's ways higher than man's ways;” and 
the beſt Anſwer, perhaps, that can be given, is 
the Que/tzon which Jeſus Chriſt put to the Jews 
concerning himſelf, © If David call him LoRp, 
how is he his SON?” But John gives us a rela- 
tion of ſomething like it in his deſcription of the 


heavenly Jeruſalem : © I ſaw no temple therein; 


for the Lord God Almighty, and the Lamb, are 
the temple of it. And the city had no need of 
the ſun, neither of the moon to ſhine in it : for 


the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is 


the light thereof.” Therefore, as the Father and 
the Son make one God, ſo God and the Lambs 
are deſcribed as making one temple. And again, 


The throne of God and of the Lamb ſhall be 


in it, and his ſervants ſhall ſerve him. And 
they ſhall ſee his face; and Is name ſhall be in 
their foreheads,” «©, 
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The plain inference to be drawn from an im- 
partial ſearch into tbe ſacred writings, then, 
Is this : 

That the Savi jour of the world 1s therein dee 
ſcribed as a Man, ſubjett to the natural inſirmities 

of the ſons of Adam; and he i is alſo deſcribed as 
poſſeſſing a nature ſuperior to that of any created 
being whatever, and which our ideas can only 
reconcile with the faint notions e can entertain 
of the Originating Cauſe of all things. His 
fleſh ; is a vail,” which hides this ſuperior nature, 
and this Nature (which to us is incomprehenſible) 
we call Gop, becauſe in that he appears to poſſeſs 
every poſſible perfection aſcribed to the Deity. 
Whence it clearly follows, That he muſt be the 

Proper Ohjett of Supreme Adoration. _ 
It is not pretended, that chriſtians ſhould be- 
heve, implicitly, every doctrine which can be 
trained from the divine oracles; but if it had ne- 
ver been proper ſor mankind to have believed mat- 
ers which exceeded human comprehenfion, the ſa- 
cred hiſtorians could never have handed down to 
us ſuch a character as that of Abraham, which 
Paul particularly alludes to. « By faith, Abra- 
a ham 


So A . 183 
ham, when he was tried, offered up Iſaac: and 


he that had received the promiſes, offered up his 
only begotten ſon, of whom it was ſaid, that in 


Laac ſhall thy ſeed be called.“ It was imphilſi- 


ble that Abraham ſhould comprehend how God 
could bleſs him in Iſaac, if he offered him up as 


a ſacrifice ; yet he © judged him faithful who had 
promiſed,” and therefore © accounted that God 
was able to raiſe him up even from the dead; 
from whence alſo he had received him in a 
So the doftrine of Chrilt s divinity, 

however incomprehenſible to us, 1s not frrained 
from a few obſcure paſſages ; but is the general 
tenor. of the ſctiptures ; as both prophets and 
apoſtles agree, THAT THE LIVING GOD 1s 
THE SAVIOUR or ALL MEN. 


fi cure.” 


We ſhall conclude this ſection by laying down | 


one General Axiom, as univerſally allowed ; 
from which we {hall draw a few Propoſitions, 
ſupporting them by hifforical' facts, taken from 
the ſacred ſcriptures, whence it will appear, that 
the LoRD JESUS is the“ One God, and that 
there 1 is none other but he.” 0 
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* JESUS CHRIST 
GENERAL AXIOM. 


There 1s an Original SELF, an Infinite MIN p, 

2 Univerſal Genius, or GREAT FIRST 

 CavsE, from whence proceeded all Things, and 

which we call, and worſhip under the name 1 85 
GOD. 


PROPOSITION JI. 

A Being, poſſeſſing the power, and aſſuming the 
titles, of this Gov, called in ſcripture, The 

ALMIGHTY, The LoRD of HosTs, &c. in 

the early ages of the world, rendered himſelf 

vile to, and converſed with, ſome peculiar 

inhabitants thereof, 

UF. | | 

« GOD /a:d unto Adam, Behold I have given 
you every herb bearing ſeed, which is upon the 
face of the earth.. And they heard the voice of 
the LoxD Goo, walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day... . And the Lord Gob called 
unto Adam, and ſaid unto him, Where art thou? 

And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and 
ſaid, Vans thy ſeed will I give this land... And 
when 
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when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the 

Lord appeared unto him, and ſaid unto him, I 

am the ALMIGHTY GoD; walk betore me, and 

be thou perfect... And Abram fell on his face, 
and God talked with him. . . . And Abram faid | 
unto Gop, O that Iſhmael might live before 

thee.” RE, 5 
* GoD /pake unto Moſes, and ſaid unto him, 

I am the Logp. And I appeared unto Abra- 

ham, unto Iſaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of 

GOD ALMIGHTY; but by my name JEHOVAH 

was I not known unto them. . . I have heard the 

groaning of the children of iſrael, . . . wherefore 
ſay unto the children of Iſrael, I am the Lok, 
and I will bring you out from under the burthens 
of the Egyptians, . . and ye ſhall know that I am 
the LoRD your God.” 

PROPOSITION I. 

(God being an Infinite Spirit, inviſible and in- 
comprehenſible to finite beings, took upon. 
him ſome bod:ly form in theſe appearances, 
to accommodate himſelf to the frailty of Hu- 
man nature. 


PROOF, 
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115 JESUS CHRIST 
| PROOF. | 
AND Adam and his wife hid themſelves 
from the preſence of the LoRD Gov, amdngſt 
the trees of the garden.“ 
And Go left off talking with Him; and 
Gop went up from Abraham. . . And he lift up 
his eyes, and looked, and lo, Three Men ſtood by 
kim... And the Lo RD ſaid, Wherefore did Sarah 
laugh ? Is any thing too hard for the LoRDꝰ 
And the men {that is /wo of them) turned their 
faces towards Sodom, but Abraham ſtood yet be- 


as ſoon as he had left off communing with Abra- 
ham. , . And there came Two angels to Sodom 

at even, and Lot ſat at the gate of Sodom.” 
Here tree beings are deſcribed as coming un- 
to Abraham, confeſſedly on a journey to Sodom, 
« to ſee whether they had done altogether acord- 
ing to the cry of it.” And Abraham © took 
batter and milk, and the calf which he had 
dreſſed, and ſet it before hem; and he ſtood by 
them under the tree, and they did eat,” conſe- 
quently they were not imaginary beings. © And 
he ſaid, . . lo, Sarah thy wife ſhall have a 
| ſon, 
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fon. . . And Sarah heard it at the tent door which 
was behind him,” at a diſtance, © and laughed” 
at it : therefore it was not a v/on, but all was in 
reality as deſcribed. * And Abraham went with 
them to bring them on their way.” Two of theſe 
beings are deſcribed as“ departing towards So- 
dom,” which place they entered in the evening; 
One of the three is related as ſtill continuing with 
Abraham, and this one is the LORD wha had be- 
fore appeared to him by the name of the 
ALMIGnTY Gop.—The Almighty, then, muſt 
have taken a body ſhape. 
Further. We are told, that Moſes and Aaron, 
6 Nadab and Abihu, with ſeventy of the elders 
of Iſrael, ſaw the GoD of ISRAEL; . they ſaw 
God, and did eat and drink... And the LoRD 
ſpake unto Moſes face to face, as a man ſpeaketh 
unto his friend; yet the LoRD ſaid to him, 
Thou canſt not ſee my face, for there {hall no 
man ſee it and hive.” This being, who faid to, 
Moſes, My face ſhall not be ſeen, was the 
ſame that ſaid to him, Thou ſhalt have no 
other Gods before me.” It is eyident, therefore, 
that the GOD whom we are commanded to wor- 
ſhip, 


4217 *'" yJervs cu s'r 
ſhip, muſt,” when he converſed with Moſes, and 
was ſeen by the ſeventy elders of 1frael, have 
taken ſome bodily ſhape to have rendered himſelf 
viſible.— Thus our Saviour, He that hath ſeen 
me hath /cen the Father; yet, ſays the apoſtle, 
* No man hath ſeen God at any time.” For 
God is a Spirit,“ and * a ſpirit hath not fleſh 
and bones.” 
PROPOSITION III. 
In theſe viſible manifeſtations to his people, the 
Almighty is ſometimes ſpoken of as Gop, and 
* ſometimes according to the form he aſſumed. 
So alſo are the meſſengers of God ſometimes 
called angels, and at others GR to their 


appearance. 
NO Or. 


- MOSES relates that three men ſtood is 
Abraham ; but he afterwards ſpeaks of one of 
them as God; and of the other two as angels 
when they entered into Sodom ; again as men, 
The men put forth their hands and pulled Lot 
into the houſe to them and ſhut the door ;** as 
angels again, When the morning aroſe, then 
the angels haſtned Lot, ſaying, Ariſe, take thy 

wite, 
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wife, and thy two daughters which are here, left 

thou be conſumed in the iniquity of this city; 
and even as men again in the next verſe: *© And 
while he lingered the men laid hold upon his 
hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon 
the hand of his two daughters, the Lord being 
merciful unto him; and * . him fortli 
and ſet him without the city.“ 

The angel of the Lord appeared unto Moſes 
in a flame of fire out of the midſt of the buſh; 
and he looked, and behold the buſh burned with 
fire, and the buſh was not conſumed. And 
Moſes ſaid, I will now turn aſide and ſee. this 
great ſight, why the buſh is not burnt? And 
when the LorD ſaw that he turned aſide to ſee, 

«- Gop called unto him out of the midſt of the 
buſh, and ſaid, . . . I am the Cod of Abraham, 
the God of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob. And 
Moſes hid his face, for he was afraid to look 
upon Gop.” 

„The Lokp went before the W by 
day i in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way, 


and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light. 


. And the angel of God, which went before the 
VOL, I. 2 camp 
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camp of Iſrael, removed and went behind them; 
and the pillar of the cloud went * before their 
face and ſlood behind them... . And it came to 
paſs in the morning watch, . the LoRD looked 
unto the hoſt of the Egyptians, through the pillar 
of fire, and of the cloud, and troubled 925 hoft of 
the Egyptians.” 
„ will have mercy upon the houſe of Judah, 
and will ſave them by the Loxp their Go. . 
In all their afflition he was afflicted, and the 
angel of hts preſence ſaved them.” 
PROPOSITION IV. 
The Being who appeared to the patriarchs and 
prophets, under the titles of Gop, was pro- 
perly and truly Go, though ſometimes ſpoken 
of as an angel. 
PROOF: 
® GOD ſpake all theſe words, ſaying, I am 
the Lok D thy Go, which brought thee out of 
the land of Egypt, out of the houſe of bondage. 
Thou ſhalt have 20 other Gods before me. 
Thou ſhalt worſhip no other God, for the Lord, 
whoſe name is IEALov 8, is a jealous God. . 
He that ſacrificeth unto any God ſave unto the 
EL Lg - Lo R 
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Lonp only, he ſhall be utterly deficoyed... . . I 
will dwell amongſt the children of Iſrael, and 
will be their GoDp, and they ſhall know that I 
am the LoRD their Gop, that brought them out 
of the land of Egypt, that I may dwell amongſt 
them: I am the Lond their Gop.” 

A juſt God and a Saviour there is none is 
ſides me... I am Gop, and there is none ele; I 
am GoD, and there is none %, me. . . I am the 
LoRD, that 15 my name. . . How ſhould RY name 
be polluted ? and I will not give my glory to 
another.“ 2 | 

After thele pointed expreſſions, which can 


belong only to the Supreme Deity, it cannot 


poſſibly be imagined that any delegaled being 
whatever would. be allowed to aſſume the titles 
of, and ſuffer himſelf to be worſhipped as, Gon; 
becauſe it is making a direct contradiction in 
* the FATHER of Lions, in whom is no vari- 
avlenels or ſhadow of turning.“ 

Angels, really ſuch, acknowledge their com- 
miſſion from a ape rior power; but when, GOD 
appeared in angelic form he ſpeaks in his owp 
perſon. Thus, of the three gueſts who came to 
Q 2 Abreham, 
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Abraham, one appears to have been a being ſu- 
perior to the others; and it is related of him, *the 
LoRD faid, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous 
within the city, then I will ſpare all the place for 
their ſakes;” and Abraham calls him © the Judge 
of the whole earth.” But the other two hold 
language much inferior: We will deſtroy this 
place, becauſe the cry of them is waxen great be- 
fore the LoRD, and the LoRp hath ſent us to 
deſtroy it. And when St. John “ fell at the 
feet of the angel, to worſhip him, he ſaid, See 
thou do it not. Worſhip Gop;“ but the being 
who appeared unto the patriarchs, and ſaid © I 
am the LorD,” &c. never acknowledges or al- 
Indes to a ſuperior power, and not only /uffered 
himſelf to be worſhipped; but commanded to 
worſhip no other on pain of deſtruction. Our 
forefathers ſacrificed and © builded altars unto 
the Lord who appeared to them,” though Moſes 
hath ſometimes called him an angel. 

And the angel of God ſpake unto Jacob in a 
dream, ſaying, . . I am the GoD of Bethel, where 
thou anointedſt the pillar, and vowed a vow un- 
to me.” What was the yow which Jacob made 

| to 
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to this being, now called an angel? If Gop will 
be with me, and will keep me in the way that 1 


go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to 


put on, ſo that I come again in peace to my fa- 


ther's houſe; then ſhall the LoRxD be my Go. 
This Lok p, now appearing as an angel, is di. 


tinguiſhed from the angels at the time the vow 
was made: And he dreamed, and behold a 
ladder ſet upon the earth, and the top of it 
reached to heaven : and behold the angels of 
God aſcending and deſcending on it. And be- 
hold, the Loxv ſtood above it, and ſaid, I am 
the Gop of Abraham, and the Gop of Iſaac.” 
PROPOSITION V. | 
As the ſacred hi ſlorians and prophets ſpoke of the 
Being which appeared in the firſt ages ſome- 
times as GOD, and ſometimes agreeable to the 
form in which he appeared; ſo the ſame hiſ- 
torians have ſpoken of the Mefhah, ſometimes 
as GoD, and at others according to his ap- 


. pearance in the world, or the nature of his 
miſſion. 


- 
2 1 * 
— — 1 
a, 2 
—— — 3 — — — — — — — RI — — — 
1 ber er I=oeact Me; —=— 2 


- <P 
* 


" * . — J — 
1 \ "* * * * m 
— — a = uw —— — mt _ 
2 2 ww 5 . - * 
rr 


11 
7 
> 
1 
1 


= — 


Reg 
s 


_ PF" IR * 
— EE ESY 


—— 


* 


120 | JESUS CHRISY 


| Dok. 
DAVID, in prophetic language, addreſs the 
Meſſiah, Thy throne, O Gop, is for ever;“ 
but per/onating the ſame being, he ſays to God, 
as unto a ſuperior power, © Thou wilt not leave 
my ſoul in hell; neither wes thou ſuffer thine 
holy One to ſee corruption.“ = 
Iſaiah, beſides giving the Meſſiah all the clark i- 
ous titles of God, ſpeaking of the time of his 
viſitation, declares, then © they ſhall ſee the glory 
of the LoRD, and the excellency of our God 
Say unto them that are of a fearful heart, Be 
ſtrong, fear not; behold, your GoD will come 
with vengeance, even GoD with a recompence, 
he will come and fave you. . . Say unto the cities 
of Judah, Behold your God.” Yet ſpeaking of 
the ſame being, whom he had before faid was 
God, and was to come with vengeance and re- 
compence, he exclaims, in the name of the 
LoRD, © Behold my /ervazt, whom I uphold!.. 
He ſhall not cry, nor lift up, nor cauſe his voice 
to be heard in the ſtreet. A bruiſed reed ſhall he 
not break, and the ſmoking flax ſhall he not 
guench,” And this ſame prophet declares, 
| that 
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that * the name of che Lord ſhall not be pollurzd, 
and that he will not give hrs glory to another.“ 

And the prophet Malachi, in the fame verſe, 
ſpeaks of the Meſſiah in his two natures: The 
Loxp whom ye ſeek, ſhall ſuddenly come to his 
temple; even the 1 anger of the Covenant, 
whom ye delight in.“ 

PROPOSITION VI. 


In imitation of the Jewiſh hiſtortatis, our Saviour 


is mentioned in the New Teflament ſometimes 


as Gop, and at other times according to his 
appearance, 
| PK 0 071 
THE Saviour himſelf: © I am hot of this 
world—The Son of Alan is Lord alſo of the 
ſabbath.” ——Upon this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hell ſhall not prevail 
againſt it: And I wil give unto thee the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven—But the ood of Man 
hath not where to lay his head.“ “ Tell us 
whether thou be the Son of GO? I AM; never- 
theleſs, ye ſhall ſee the Son of Man 1 
the clouds of heaven.“ 
The apoſtles: Speaking of the creation, Gon 
made 
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made all-things.—By his SoN. were all things 
_ created, Gop created all things by Jzsus 
CuRISsT.—All things are of Gop.—By CuRIST 


all things conſiſt.“ | 
Of the Saviour, Gop our - Saviour The 


Loxd JEsUs CHRIST our Saviour. — The 


LroI No GoD is the Saviour of all men.“ 

Of the Spirit, Ye are not in the fleſh, but in 
the ſpirit, if ſo be that the Spirit of Gop dwell 
in you. Now if any man have not the ſpirit of 
CurrsrT he is none of his.” 

Of the Goſpel, © The goſpel of Gop —The 
goſpel of his Sox. The goſpel of CHRIST.“ 
Olf the Laſt Judgment, Gop is the Jokes 
of all.— JESUS CHRIST ſhall judge the quick 


and the dead at his appearing.—We. ſhall 


all ſtand before the judgment-ſeat of CHRIST... 


ſo then every one of us {hall give account of 


himſelf to Gop.” 

And of the Eras) Kingdom, " Kingdom of 
Gop.— Kingdom of Cur1sr,—K ingdom of 
God and CMRIS T.“ 
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- PROPOSITION vn. 
As the Being who appeared to the patriarchs and 
- Prophets was truly Gop, although ſometimes 
called an angel; ſo the Mrfizh was alſo truly 
God, though ſometimes called the Sor of Man. 
P RO O F. 
- THE truth of this propoſition depends el 
upon the evidence in favour of the fourth and 
wmnth, to which the reader is referred, in order 


* 


— — 


to avoid needleſs repetitions; as well as to the 
flatement at the end of the firſt part of this work 
(page 52); for as the LORD is a jealous God, and 
* will not give his praiſe to any other,“ the cha- 
rafters and perfections rehearſed in thoſe pages 
can belong only to a being truly Gop.—The. 
next propoſition alſo will confirm this proof. 
PROPOSITION VIII. 
As the patriarchs and prophets ſpoke of the Be- 
ing who appeared to them ſometimes as Gon, 
and ſometimes according to his viſible appear- 
ance, but worſhipped him as GoD: So the 
 apoſlles, although they ſpoke of Jeſus Chriſt 
ſometimes as Gob, and ſometimes as Man, 


yet they adored him as GOD, 
VOL. I. R P ROOF. 
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Ty WL Tk & AS 
IF we view of the whole chriſtian 
world, it wilWppear that by far the greateſt part 
worſhip Jeſs Chrift as Gop. If then he be 
not the proper object of ſupreme adoration, cer- 
tainly the greateſt and moſt univerial departure 
from the true faith prevails now that ever hep- 
pened. Yet thoſe inſpired men, who profeſs that 
they © have not ſhunned to declare al the coun- 
fel of God” have taken no notice of it, notwith- 
ſtanding they have warned us againſt worthipping 
of angels, and many articles totally infignificant 
in compariſon, Our Saviour was accuſed of 
| making himſelf Gop, which he does NOT deny 
(ſee the laſt part), and the apoſtles were charged 
with ſetting forth a new God in preaching Jeſus 


- Chriſt ; whence it is evident that they were un- 
derſtood as making him an object of worſkzp; and 
at the time when the apofile John wrote his 
epiſtle, the divinity of our Saviour ſeems to have 
been allowed ; but that acknowledging this, the 
| ſpirit of Antichriſt had infuſed into the people 
the idea that Jeſus Chriſt was only a ſpirit, and 
had not really taken the human nature upon hin. 


Thus 


Dis is the doctrine John combats with ; but he 
never forbids the worſhipping Chriſt. 

Even without allowing the apoſlles the ſpirit 
of prophecy, they could not but foreſee (ſup- 
poſing 1t granted that themſelves did not worſhrp 
the Redeemer) that mankind would be more 
likely to worſhip him who roſe again from the 


grave and had viſibly aſcended into heaven, than 


angels whom they had not ſeen, or ſaints who 
had ſeen corruption. Therefore, as Paul, in his 
epiſtles, and John, in his epiſtles and revelations, 
have ſo plainly deſcribed the deviations from the 
true worſhip, and have guarded the church 
againſſ. the falſe doctrines, even ſo low as the ab- 
ſtaining from meats and forbidding to marry 3 
their /tlence on the important ſubject betore us, 8 
a ſtrong argument that the Saviour was to them, 
the True Cod. But as preſumptive proof will 
not be ſufficient to eſtabliſn our TIT we 
will produce poſitive. 

That Chriit ſuffered himſelf to be dope 
whilſt upon earth, is beyond controverſy ; nor 
can it be urged, with any probability of | han, 
that in the inſtances after-mentioned, it was only 
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yet he was doubtful, *and ſaid, Lord, if it be thou, 
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a civil reſpect ſhewn to Jeſus, for they peas evi. 


dent marks of religious homage: Ps 
„When Peter was come down out of * 

Mp, he walked on the water to go to Jeſus. But 

when he ſaw the wind boiſterous, he was afraid; 


and beginning to ſink, he cried, Lord, ſave me! 


And immediately Jeſus ſtretched forth his hand, 


and caught him, and ſaid unto him, O thou of 
little faith, wherefore didſt thou doubt? And 
when they were come into the ſhip the wind 
ceaſed. Then they that were in the ſhip came 
and worſhipped him, ſaying; Of a truth thou art 
the Son of God.” | 

No impartial perſon can farely oretend to ex- 
plain the term ohh in this place to mean any 
thing leſs than /upreme, for every circumſiance 
tended to inſpire the worſhippers with religious 
awe: In the midft of a ſtormy night they ſaw a 
being walking upon the water, and, as may very 
naturally be ſuppoſed, they were troubled, ſay- 
ing, It is a ſpirit; and they cried out for fear.” — 


Now although the voice of Jefus might be ſo 


well known to Peter as to abate his fear a little, 


bid 
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bid me come unto thee on the water :” and the 
terror of the ſtrangers in the veſſel muſt be 
greatly increafed by .hearing Peter call out, 


Lord ſave me.” But ſeeing the Lord and Pe- 


ter both come ſafe into the ſhip, and the ſtorm 
immediately ceaſing, their wonder muſt be ſo 
great, that, like the people of Lyſtra, they would 
think God was come down in the likeneſs of 


man, and would offer ſacrifice” to him. We 
may. alſo learn from this relation of the inhabi- 


tants of Lyſtra, as well as from heatheniſh 
hiſtory in general, that the Idea of a God literally 
deſcending from heaven in the likeneſs of man, 
was not, in that age, an uncommon notion; con- 
ſequently that there was not an extravagance of 
impropriety in theſe perſons taking Jeſus for 
God. 


The ſecond inſtance we ſhall mention is, that 


of the man to whom Jeſus gave ſight on the ſab- 


bath day. The phariſees excommunicated the 
poor man. But * Jeſus heard that they had 
caſt him out, and when he had found him, he 
faid unto him, Doſt thou believe on the SON of 
Cop? He anſwered and ſaid, Who is he, 
Lord, 
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Lord, that I might believe on him ? And Jeſus 
ſaid unto him, Thou haſt both feen him, and it is 
he that talketh with thee. And he ſaid, Lord, I 
believe! and he worſhipped him.” 

However dexterous the learned and i ingenious 
may be in endeavouring to render the word 
worſhip, in theſe two cited paſſages, to another 
purpoſe, it muſt appear evident, that the homage 
here paid to Jeſus Chriſt could not be leſs Su- 
preme Worſhip, than that which John would 
have offered to the Angel. The people had ſeen 
ſuch wonders performed by Jeſus as exceeded all 
human power; and © they came and wor/arpped 
him.” If therefore the Saviour was not properly 


and truly Gop, it was as improper for him to 
have received the homage he did, as it would 
have been for the angel to have received the 
worſhip which Jobn offered. See thou do it 
not,” ſaid the angel; “ Worſhip God,” Jeſus, 
therefore, in receiving that homage which is due 
only to God, ſufficiently A his 
divinity. 

A further proof of Chrift not only [uffermg 
himſelf to be worſhipped, * in a manner re- 


quaring 
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| quiring it, is in the © woman of Canaan, who 

cried unto him, Have mercy upon me, O Lord, 
thou fon of David, my daughter is grievouſly 
vexed with a devil! But he anfwered her not a 

word.” This incantation frequently repeated, 

added to the entreaties of the diſciples, was not 

ſufficient. © Then came ſhe and worſtiped him, 

ſaying, Lord, help me!“ And after a ſtrong 

trial of the woman's faith, he exclaimed, O wo- 

man, great is thy faith; be it unto thee even as 

thou wilt.“ ö 

The laſt inſtance intended to be brought of our 

Saviour receiving religious homage during his 

. abode upon earth, is that of his riding in triumph 

into Jerufalem: © Ho/anna to the fon of David! 

Bleſſed is he that cometh in the name of the 

Lord: Hoſanna in the higheſt !' The Jews had 

before © ſought to kill him, becauſe he made 

himſelf equal to God,” and the behaviour of the 
chief prieſts and ſcribes ſufficiently prove, that 
the praiſe which the multitude were beſtowing 
upon Jeſus was not proper to be given to Man. 
* And when the chief prieſts and ſcribes ſaw the 
wonderful things that he did, arid the children 


crying 


130 JESUS CHRIST: 


crying in the temple, and faying, Hos Ax NA #8 

the ſon of David ! they were ſore diſpleaſed, and 

faid unto him,” Heareſt thou what theſe ſay ?*” 

Upon this, the Saviour quotes a paſſage which 

David addreſſed to the Lo RD ITTHOVAH: And 

Jeſus ſaith unto them, Vea; have ye never read, 

Out of the mouth of babes and ſucklings thou 

haſt perfected praiſe?” The moſt obvious infer- 

ence that either prieſls or fcribes could draw 

from this anſwer muſt be, That in giving Ho- 

| - fannato Jeſus Chriſt, the children were per/ed- 
ing the praiſe of Goo. | 

That Stephen adored Jeſus as God, at the time 

of his martyrdom, is a fact ſo plain as to require 

no illuſtration : © They ſtoned Stephen, calling 

upon God, and ſaying, Lord Jeſus, receive my 

| ſpirit. And he knceled down, and cried with a 

loud voice, Lord, lay not this ſin to their 


charge.” | 
| When Paul was at Athens, he preached there; 
as in all other places, Chriſt cruciſied.“ The 
Jews had a ſynagogue there, ſo that the God of 
Ifrael was not totally unknown at Athens, al- 
y_ they had an altar inſeribed * 40 the un- 

ä known 


inoron God.” Paul was charged with being a 
* ſetter forth of ſome new God, BECAUSE he 


preached I Es us and the reſurreftion;” therefore 


be certainly preached Jeſus as Go; for it was 


not the vulgar multitude, who poſſibly might 


have miſtaken his meaning; but they were the 


wiſe men of this world, who brought the charge 


againſt him“ certain Philoſophers of the Epi- 


cureans and Stoicks.” Paul, in his anſwer, ſays, 
It is not a neww God which he preacheth, but the 
„God whom they worſhipped zgnorantly God 
who made the world and all things therein, &c. 
Clearly then Paul preached the wor/hzp of Jeſus 
Chriſt. 55 | | 


ſays, * They changed the truth of God into a lie, 
and worſhipped the creature more than the Crea- 
tor, who is bleſſed for ever.“ The Creator, then, 


is the proper object of worſhip. It hath before 
been proved (page 37) that it was the opinion of 


this apoſtle, that Z-/us Chr:/t was the Creator, 
and conſequently he was the object of Paul's 


worſhip. Therefore, as it clearly appears from 


VO L. I. 8 . his 
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Again. Paul, in the introduction of his epiſtle 
to the Romans, deſcribing the ſins of the gentiles, 
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his writings, that be taught a diſtinction of the 
Father and the Son, it ſeems equally evident, that 
he taught the worſhip of the Father and the Son, 
as the One LIVING GoD in hogs he truſted, 
arid who is the Saviour of all men.” 

The diſciples were inſtructed by their bleſſed 
Maſter to aim at the higheſt perfection: © Be ye 
perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven 
18 perfect. And John ſaw that the ten thou- 
ſand times ten thouſand, and thouſands of thou- 
ſands” of perfect beings in heaven worſhipped 
* the Lanib with him that ſitteth upon the 
throne :” In compliance, therefore, with his 
maſter's direction, he would certainly imitate the 
example of the heavenly hoſt, in giving * Bleſl- 
ing, and honour, and glory, and power unto him 
that ſitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, 
for ever and ever,” | 

But the ſtrongeſt proof that Jeſus Chriſt is ile 
proper object of . worſhip, is, The ELEVEN 
APOSTLES worſhipped him together, in the pre- 
ſence of TWO ANGELS, and were not forbid. 
Luke, giving an account of the aſcenfion, ſays, 
. And while they looked * toward hea- 

ven, 
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ven, as he went up, behold, two men oo by 
them in white apparel: Which alſo faid, Ye men 
of Galilee, why ſtand ye gazing up into heaven? 
This ſame Jeſus-which is taken up from you into 
heaven, ſhall ſo come in like manner as ye have 
ſeen him go into heaven. . . And they WOR. 
SHIPPED him, and returned to Jeruſalem with 
great joy.” 

PROPOSITION IX. 

As in the early ages of the world Gop took a 
form to render himſelf vibe to his people: 
So at a certain period, he took the human na- 
ture upon him, that himſelf might take our in- 
firmities, and fulfil his promiſe, that he alone 
would be our Saviour and Redeemer.—Or, 
in other words, the Being who was maniſeſled 
to the world, under the name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
is the ſame who appeared to the patriarchs and 

: prophets under the titles of GoD. 

FRrOUFT 

THIS is one of the moſt important, yet, per- 
haps one of the moſt obvious truths to be drawn 
from the ſacred writings : and the objettions to 
our Saviour's divinity, in a great meaſure, owe 
8 2 their 
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their origin and weight to the muſinterpretation- 
of ſeveral paſſages in Iſaiah. which are calculated 
to ſhew the divinity of the Redeemer of man- 
kind, but are generally wreſted to a contrary 


meaning. 


The Levitical Jaw and tabernacle were only a 
“ ſhadow of good things to come ;” and the pro- 
phecies were calculated to prepare mankind for 
the reallæing this ſhadow, by the manifeſtation of | 
GoD to his people, in the © body that he had 
prepared.” —Theſe prophets in ſpeaking of the 
LoRD as the Redeemer, were particular in 
guarding the Iſraelites againſt a plurality of 
Gods: Iſaiah gives the fulleſt aſſurance, that 
the LoRD, by whoſe command he ſpoke, would 
be their SAVIOUR ; but with moſt of theſe ex- 
preſſions is joined a declaration, evidently tend- 
ing to guard them againſt the plurality of Gods. 


Thus, © Iſrael ſhall be ſaved in the Lord with an 


Lok, I am the LorD and there is none e. 
Look unto me and be ye ſaved, all the ends of 
the earth, for I am Gop, and none ele. As 
for our Redeemer, the LoRD of HosTs is 


for thus ſaith the 


his 


GOD AND MAN. 135 


his name, the Holy One of Ifrael.—I the Lord 
am thy SAVIOUR and thy REDEEMER, the 


mighty One of Jacob.“ 


Moſt, if not all, of theſe and ſimilar * of 
Ifaiah, evidently appear to relate to the Meſſiah. 
The prophet ſays, © Thus faith the Lok that 


created the heavens, GoD mf that formed 


the earth, and made it, .. a juſt God and a 


SAVIOUR there is none beſides me; and an 
angel ſays, * Unto you is born this day, a SAVI- 


OUR, which is Chriſt the LORD.“ The remaining 
part of this chapter of Iſaiah will ſufficiently 


evince, that the prophet and angel both ſpeak 
of the ſame Salvation. Chrift the Lord is, 
theretore, the ſame Being who formed the world 
and enlightened the prophets. | 
* The Lord our God is One Lord,” is a 

ſtrange expreſſion, if meant to cony ey to man- 
kind the idea which ſome pretend. One Being 
is but One Being, is a fact that a child of ſeven 
years cannot be ignorant of. It is intended, un- 
doubtedly, to confirm the Unity of God, after 


the appearance of the Meſſiah, and the beſt illuſ- 


tration of this paſſage is to be gathered from 
the 
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the apoſtolic writings, and the words of our 
Saviour. 


When the prophets ſyoke of God, whether 


they called him the Lord, Lord of Hoſts, Lord 


God, Jehovah, or the Almighty, each of theſe 
titles conveyed the idea of the ſame Gop of Is- 
RAEL; but when the Maſiah appeared, he ſpake 
plainly of a Father and a Son diſtinctions in 
the Godhead, till then, not ſo generally under- 
ſtood yet he confirms the important doctrine of 
the Unity of God, by quoting the above-cited 
paſſage from Moſes, and declares the Father and 
the Son make but ONE Go, for that they were 


| fo united, that © no one knew the Son but the 


Father.” Paul, alſo, informs the Hebrews, 
« that as God was hid in the tabernacle of Moſes 
by the var! before the holieſt of all, ſo was he 
hid in Chriſt by the val of his human nature.” 

This declaration of our Saviour's concerning 
the unity with the Father, ſufficiently expreſſes 
that it is incomprehenſible to mortals ; but is at 
the ſame time, an incontrovertible proof of the 


* fulneſs of his godhead ;” and the meaning of 


Moſes* declaration to the IIraelites appears to 


be, 
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be, That notwithſtanding the Meſſiah would teach 
a diſtinction of Father and Son, yet they were 
not to ſuppoſe a plurality of Gods, as they com- 
prehended the One God whom they were taught 
to worſhip; or, as the Saviour has expreſſed it, 
it was the © Father that welt in the Son, who 
did the works,“ of creation, preſervation and 
redemption. 


It may be proper to obſerve here, that if the 


prophet did not ſpeak of the Meſſiah in theſe 


paſſages, and if he did not alſo mean to enforce 


the doctrine of his divinity, there does not appear 
the leaſt neceſſity for the expreſſions to be ſo 


ſtrongly guarded, to prevent their ſuppoſing him 
a diſtinct Gop from their object of worſhip. 
The Iſraelites worſhipped One God under a va- 


riety of titles; and this God, had promiſed, by 
his prophets, to dwell amongſt his people, and be 
their ſalvation to the ends of the earth. He 


promiſed that he would, at.a certain period, come 


and blot out their iniquities for kts own ſake: He 
ſull required their worſhip and adoration ; but 
cautioned them not to miſtake, from his name 
or appearance, ſo widely different from what 


had 
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had been revealed to ſome of the prophets, that 
it was not the ſame Being who had originally 
created them; for that himſelſ would be their 

Saviour and Redeemer, and beſides him there 
was no God. 

Paul ſays, God created the e Son 
Wee world —and God created all things by Je- 
ſus Chriſt, This is perfectly agreeable to our: 
propoſition: It ſufficiently declares the Divinity 
of Chriſt, yet ſpeaks of him in the capacity of 

the Son of God, alluding to the form he aſſumed 
even for the purpoſe of creation, and which after- 
wards became incarnate of the virgin Mary, and 
ſo Cod was Man, and Man God. 

It is clear that it was the ame Being who 
formed man out of the duſt of the ground, con- 
verſed with Moſes and the patriarchs, and ſpoke 
to the prophets. Moſes and the prophets ſaid, 
« Thus, ſaith che LozD ;” but the n Who 

5 ſpoke to them ſaid, © I am the LORD.“ Yet 
Moſes knew that he had ſeen him only in a 
qualified form, for he deſired to ſee his glory, 
though he had talked with him face to face. 
may be ſuppoſed, therefore, without the charge 
kt of 
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of © robbing God,” that the face which Moſes 
could not ſee, was what in the chriſtian world is 
called the FATHER, or the inexplicable Divinity, 
and the God with whom he © talked face to 
face,” alludes to. the . SON, or form which the 
Divinity had aſſumed for that purpoſe. N 
Iſaiah, in ſpeaking of the coming of the Meſ- 
| ſab, and the promulgation of the goſpel, ſays, 
O Zion, that bringeſt good tidings, get thee 
up into the high mountain! O Jeruſalem, that 
bringeſt good tidings, lift up thy voice with 
ſtrength! Lift ĩt up! be not afraid! Say unto the 
cities of Judah, cho your GOD! Behold, the 
Lord Gop will come with ſtrong hand, and his 
arm ſhall rule for im. Behold, His reward is 
with him, .and His work before him. He ſhall. 
feed hisflock like a ſhepherd: He ſhall gather the 
lambs with his arm, and carry them in his boſom, 
and gently lead thoſe that are with young.“ 
After this exalted deſcription of the Saviour, 
and of the amiableneſs of the goſpel, the prophet 
proceeds to confirm the opinion, that there is not 
any Being whatever equal, or like to, that Gop, 
whom he had juſt declared they ſhould behold : 
Vol. I. 1 « W hs 
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* Who hath meaſured the waters in the hoh. 
of this hand? and anoted out heaven with the 
ſpan, and comprehended the duſt of the earth in 
a meaſure, and weighed the mountains in ſcales 
and the hills in a balance? . . . . Behold the na- 
tions are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted 
as the ſmall duſt of the balance: e taketh up 
the iſles as a very little thing. And Lebanon is 
not ſufſicient to burn, nor the beaſls thereof ſuf- 
ficient for a burnt offering. All nations before 
Him are leſs than nothing and vanity! To whom, 
then, will ye liken Gop, or what hkenefs will 
ye compare to him? . . Haft thou not known ? 
Haſt thou pot heard, that the EVERLASTING 
Gp, the Lok D, the Creator of the ends of the 
earth fainteth not, neither is weary? There is no 
ſearching of his underſtanding.” Vet this God, 
the prophet declares, fall be their Saviour and 
their Redeemer. 

Again, I even I am the Lox, and beſides 
me there is no SAVIOUR, I have declared and 
have ſaved, and I have thewed, when there was 


no ſtrange God among you: therefore ye are- 


my witneſſes, faith the LORD, that I am Gov. | 
Yea, 
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Yea, before the day was I am He. . I even I 
am he that blot:teth/ out thy tranſgreſſions for my 
own ſake, and will not remember thy ſins. . . . 
They ſhall know in that day (i. e. when the. Meſ- 
ſiah appears) that I am ſie that doth: nul, behiold 
it is I.“ * 5 

It muſt be plain, that the Being wo ſpeaksto 
the prophet means to inform the Iſtaelites, that 
the promiſed Meſſiah ſhail be the ſame who had 
guided them through all their former dangers, 
and that, at the time of his manifeſtation, they 
ſhould: be alſured it was te /ame, by the fulſil. 
ment ot all that he had promiſed. And our Sa- 
viour ſays, When ye have liſted up the Son of 


Man, then iliall ye know that I am he.“ The 


beſt paraphraſe of which muſt be, When Ithall 
have ſuffered death, and, by conquering the 
power of the grave, the prophecies reſpecting the 


Meſſiah will be literally accompliſhed; if your 


hearts are not hardened, nor your eyes blinded, 
ye will then diſcover that Jam fe, and that I hade 
fulſilled every promiſe which I made by my 
ſervants the prophets. _ 
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| neus tox. 
| Whatever method be taken impartially ts 
ſearch the ſcriptures upon this important que- 
ſtion, the Divinity of our Saviour muſt be evi- 
dent. For if it be granted that the SUPREME 
BE1xG revealed himſe!f to our forefathers, there 
can be no more diſſiculty in allowing him to take 
the © vail of our fleſh,” than in aſſuming an an- 
gelic form to become viſible to the patriarchs, as 
our ſecond propoſition proves he did; and thus 
the Saviour muſt be Gop. But if it be con- 
tended, that it was not the Father who appeared 
in the firſt ages of the world, and is allowed to be 
the Soa, a diſtinct perſon, his Divinity ſtill neceſ- 
ſarily follows, for it is evident, by our fourth 
propoſition, that ſuch being was truly God. But 
if truly Gop, it is clear, that he mult be the Su- 
preme JEHOVAH ! and it is totally repugnant to 
the honour and glory of the Deity, that he who 
created mankind, governs the univerſe, has con- 
quered death and hell, and is to appear in all the 
Majeſty of GoD, ſhould be any other than the 
GREAT I AM—the ox Ly Object of Worſhip 
to mankind, 


Ei 3 
97 le Fir? Flute. 


A TABLE or SCRIPTURE TEXTS, 
QUOTED OR REFERRED TO 


IN THE FIRST VOLUME. 


—— — 
PAGE. $04 
in TOB xxi g IJlaiah xlix 26 
Ezekiel ii g 5 Iſaiah xlv 22 
ö 111 7 6 Hebrews ii 16 
iv | Iſaiah xliii 11 Jeremiah x 10 
Romans ix 5 1 Corinthians xv 19 
Deuteronomy vi 4 Ifaiah xxvi 4 
Hoſea 1 7 - - XXIV 15 
Hebrews vi 18 xlv 5.21 
vii John ix g9 - xhi & 
2 Eſdras 1v. 22 - XV11 10 
Galatians v 1 Daniel v 21. 23 
| 1 Peter iii 13 7 Romans x1v 5 
vui James i 17 8 John xi 25, 26 
2 Kings vi 17 Matthew viu 27 
Epheſians 11 4 9 John vin 24 
John xu g2 x Corinthians xv 17 
Matthew xvi 27 I John iv 1 
| 10 Acts 


144 


10 Atls x 34, 35 | 


Romans xiv 4 

1 Chron, xxvur q 
Romans 11 12 
Matthew vi 1 
xi 3. 5 


- X11 13 


11 
Mark xii 37 

12 Acts xxiv 25 

1% — xxvi 28 
Hebrews x1 1 
Iſaiah xlu 8 

14 Deuteronomy vi 4 

Mark xii 29 

Luke xvi 31 | 

Matt. xxvi 6g, 64 


XV1 15, 16. 20 


15 John x 25 


: V 39 


Acts xvu 11 


John Iv 29 


— vii ZL 


16 Ii>:ah x1 1. g 


7 


| 


| X 


Luke i 16, 17. 67. 76 


a 


TABLE OF TEFXTS.. 


John i 19 
i 20. 2g 

Malachi iii 1 
Luke vii 27 
John iii 28—90. 
Malaclii iv 5, 6 
Luke i 17 
18 Matthew xi 14 
- XVIV12, 13 

Malachi u 16 
19 Luke i 26. 31—33s 
Maithew 1 18 
Luke i 26, 27 


Matthew 1 22, 2 


17 


Iaiah vu 14 
Luke ii 1. 3—7 
Matthew ii 5, 6 i473 
Vicah v 2 
Matthew ii 4 


Iinah Xlix 22. 26 


* XXX 4 | 
Matthew x 94; 
Mark xvi 16. 
22 Matt, 


TABLE OT TEXTS, 


22 Matthew xix 28, 29 
Iſaiah xxxv 3, 6 

Luke Mi 20. 22 

eg Iſaiah xxxv 2. 4 
Luke i. 16, 17 
John iii ga. 33 


Iſaiah xl 10, 11 ö 


Zechariah 1x 15, 16 
24 — 7 
Matthew 1 21 
John x 14, 15 
Matthew xxv1 g1 
- x1 55, 66 
25 Ifaiah xlvi 9. 5 
Deut. xxxii 39 
Iſaiah xlv 5 
2 Eſdras 1 28—g0 
32, 33 
26 Mat. xxiu 34.37, 8 
27 John xviii 38 
Matthew v. 17 
Zechariah x1 12, 13 
Mat. xxvii g. 6—8 


145 
28 Zechariah xii 1. 10 
John xix g4 
Adds xxvili 2g, 24 
29 Iſaiah Ixiii 1 
John x go 
viii 54 


111 13 


1 Corinthians viii q 
John vi 41, 42 
30 Luke xxiii 139—15 
John w 42 
Iſaiah xliii 1. g. 11 
Deut. xviii 21, 22 
31 Iſaiah vii 14 
= XXXV 4, 5 
Habbakuk ii 2 
Iſaiah vi 9g, 10 
32 John xii 39, 40 
xiii 23 
— xii 41 37 
Iſaiah vi 1, 2, . 58 


John xxi 24 
33 Luke iv 22 


Nehemiah ix ga 
33 Geneſis 


146 

33 Geneſis i 
Iſaiah xlv 22 
1 John v 20 
Coloſſians i 16 
Acts iv 12 

34 Exodus vi 3 


IV 11, 12 


1 John v 13 


35 Gen. i 1. 3. 7, 8. 21 


2 
Geneſis ii 7 
4 John i 1 
John i 1. g. 10. 14 
36 3 John 12 
Numbers xxiii 19 


Pſ. Ixxx1x 8. 11, 12 


Col. i 12, 13. 16 
37 Pfalm cu 24, 25 
Hebrews i 10 
1 Samuel x11 14 
38 Pſalm cxix 72 
Akts ix 15 
— XIV 15 


Coloſſians i 17 


—_—_ 


4 
9 B: DE ct * 1 
4 


4 


TABLE: OF. TEXTS. 


Ifaiah xliv 24 
— xv... 
Epheſians iii q 
Hebrews i 1, a 
Acts xxvi 3 
— ix 13 


ws 


— XxV1 23 


| 40 Plalm xxxii y 


xxxvi 6 


2 Timothy iv 18 

Hebrews i g 

Ifaiah xliii 11 

- Ix 16 
Matthew 1 22 
Luke ii 11 

41 Iſaiah xIni 25 
Hoſea i 7 
Hebrews v 8, 9 
1 Timothy i 13 

—16 

Acts iv 10. 12 

42 Jeremiah iii 23 
Iſaiah xlix 26 
Coloſſians i 13, 14 

42 Ezek. 


TABLE: OT TEXTS. "* 


&> Fzek. xxxvi 26, 27 
John xvi 7. 13 
2 Corinthians y 17 
43 Iſaiah xl 28. x 21 
1 
Deuteronomy vi 4 
Iſaiah xlv 22 
Deut. xxviii 58 
Jeremiah x 10 
Jude 25 
Romans ix 3 
John xx 28 
1 John v 20 
44 Leviticus xxvi 2 
Ilaiah xlii 8 
Daniel v 23 
Deuteronomy x 17 
Ifaiah xliii 15 
Pſalm xxiv 8. 10 
Luke 1 43 


Philip ii 11 
1 Cor. xv 47 
| Revelations xvii 1 
Matthew xxvii 11 
VOL. 1. | 


; 


| 


157 
1 Corinthians ii 8 
James ii 1 


| 45 Iſaiah xliv 6 


xIvi 4 
-Xlviii 12. Ji 6: 
«xl 15 


Geneſis xvii i 

Rev. xxii 19. 16 

John viii 24. 28 

Adds iii 14 | 

Rev. 1 8. 12, 13 
46 Pſalm xc 2. x 16 
- XXIX 10 


Deut. xxxii 40 
Daniel vii 14 
Hebrews 1.8 
Luke 1 gg 
Revelations i 18 
1 Chr. xxix 11, 12 
Daniel vii 13, 14 
47 Matthew xxviii 18 
John iii 35 
Jeremiah xxiii 24 
Exodus xx 24 
47 John 


* 
47 John iii 13 
Matthew xviii 20 
1 Kings vii 39 
John 11 24, 25 
48 Jeremiah xvii 10 
Pſalm cxxxix 1 
1 Chron. xxviii 9 
| Revelations it 23 
John xx1 17 
Matthew xu 25 
Pfalm cii 27 
Malachi m 6 
Hebrews xiii 8 
Luke v 21. 24 
Iſaiah xlv 2g 
1 Corinthians vi 11 


49 Pl.13, 4-6. ix 7, 8 


1 Chron. xvi gg 
John v 22 
Romans xiv 10 
2 Timothy iv 1 
Jeremiah xvu 5. 
Iſaiah xxvi 4 
Matthew x34 21 


| 


, 


| » 


| 


TABLE OF "TEXTS. : 


Romans x 1% 


50 Exodus xxii 20 
—XxX 14 
Matthew iv 10 
Iſaiah xlv 23 
John v 23 
Hebrews t 6 
Luke xxiv 51, 52 
Phibppians ii 10, 11 
51 Revelations v 1g 
; Deuteronomy x 20 
2 Corinthuans xi 34 
Galatians i 20 
2 Corinthians xi 10 
Romans xi 1 
52 Pl. lv 2. lv 16, 17 
— XXXx1 5 | 
Luke xvii 5 
Matthew vii 25 
Acts vii 39 
1 Timothy. iii 16 
55 Iſaiah xlii 8 
Hebrews vi 18 


Is. xlii 12, 13. 11 


59 Malachi 


TABLE OF TEXTS. 


60 Malachi ii 7 
1 Theſſ. ui 23 
60 Philippians ii g 
Matt. xi 9, 10, 11 
Exodus xx g 
Geneſis iii 15 
61 Habbakuk i 13 
Pſalm li 5 
Geneſis xii g 
Matthew vii 16 
1 Corinthians xv 38 
2 Eldras vii 48 
Hebrews ii 17 
62 Deut. xvii 15 
Exodus iv 10 
Deut. iti 29. 25-27 
Matt. xxvi g9. 42 
63 2 Samuel vii 22 
Plaim xIv' 7. 2 
xviii gt 
Iſaiah vii 14, 1 
- 1X 6, 7 
xv 5 
— n , 3 


69 


le 


| 
x 


| 65 — xx ; 


| 


149: 


Iſaiah xb1g2v29 25 
—— xii 1. 6. 8 


— 149 


66 Mark xiv 68 
| 


Iſaiah lit 19 
—— hit 
Ez. xxxiv 20. 2g, 24 
67 Micahv 4 - 


2 Eſdras ii 42—47 


68 Jeremiah xxiu 5. 
Zechariah vi 12 
Hebrews vii 1. in 5 
Exodus xxxiv go 
Numbers xvi 3 
Iſaiah li 14 
69 Jeremiah xxxiii 12 
Ezekiel xxxiv 24 
Mark xii 28, 29 
Matthew x 92 433 
John v 30. 36, 37 
70 1 
— viii 17, 18. 40 
42. 40 50 


71 John 


150" 


71 John x 29 
— X11 49, 50 


Matthew xx 21. 2g | 


John xiv 28 
Mark xiu 32 


72 Matthew xxviu 18 
84 Hebrews 11 9, 10 
8; John vi 62 


John xx 17, 21 
Acts vii 36 
— ii 22—24 
79 Romans iii go. x 9 
1 Corinthians viii 6 
Gal. iii 20. iv 4 
Eph. iv 6. iii 14 
74 Coloſſians iii 1 
1 Theſſ. 19, 10 
1 Timothy ii 5 
Hebrews xiii 20 
James ii 19 
1 John iv 14 
79 Hoſea vii 13 
80 1 John iv 1—3 
81 Coloſſians ii 8, 95 
Luke xx g—7 
Exodus v 2 


82 Pſalm xc 


TABLE Or TEXTS. 


Proverbs xxx 5 
Malachi in 6 
83 Galatians iii 20 
Hebrews ii 17, 18 
Coloſſians ii 9 


xvii 5 - 
Philippians ii 6—10 
86 Heb. v. 8, 9. ii 10 
87 Romans 1 3 
iv 15. vii za 
Ifarah Im 9 
Pſ. xlv 7. 6 
—i 12. 12 
88 — exli 9 
Iſaiah Ixiii 1—6 
8 ——- lu 7. lt 10 


John x go 
go Iſaiah xi i 
— XXV 1. 6—9 
2 Eſdras ii 42, &c. 
91 Iſaiah 


TABLE OF TEXTS. 


91 Iſaiah throughout 
92 James iii 11, 12 
Matthew vii 16 
John vii 42 
1 John iv q 
Geneſis iii 15. ii 17 
Li 22 
95 James i 17. 13 
Hebrews ii 17 
96 1 Timothy iii 16 
John xiv 10 
Matthew xvi 27 
2 Corinthians v 18 


Hebrews 11 10 
Acts ii 36 
Hebrews ii 17. 
97 2 Cor. viu 9 
Philip. 11 7, 8 
Galatians 11 15 
98 John xx 22 
Luke iv 22 
John xvi 12—14 


xiv 9. 29 


| 103 


131 

Adds vii 39 

John xiv 9. 13 

iv 23 

Pſalm cxxxv 10 

Iſaiah xlii 13. Tit 3 

Epheſians iii 4 

100 1 Cor. xv 47 

Luke ix 38 

John vii 15 

1 Timothy iii 16 

Exodus xxxiv 30 

John vi 60 

xvi 29, 0 

101 Geneſis 1 1 
John x1 42 

x11 28. 3® 

102 John xii 21 
Luke xxii 51 
John xii 2g. 27 

— 28.31 

1 Timothy ii 5 


99 


Matt. xxvi 38, 39 


xxvii 46 


1 John iii xvi 
VOL. I. 


Mark xm 2 
104 John 


15 
104 John xiv 28 
— Xii 


x 29, 30 


— xiv 10 


— — XX 17 
105 Pſalm xi 1. xiii 2 


— Xvi 2 


1 Tim. vi 14—16 


106 Acts 11 29. 24 
1 Cor. iii 2, 3 
John x 17, 18 
107% Iſaiah ly g 
Matthew xxii 45 
Rev. xxi 22, 23 
r 2, 4 
108 Heb.x 20. xi 17, 18 
109 — XL 11. 19. 
Mark xii 32 
110 Gen. i 29 iu 8,9 
xiĩ 7 
xvii 1. g. 18 
Exodus vi 2—7 
112 Gen. iu 8 
— XY}. 22 


111 


— 


9 


FABLE OF TEXTS, 


Sen. xviii 2. 13; 144 

ö 22. g. xix 1 
— XViul 21 8 10 

113 ——1216 22 
Exod. xxiv g—11 


23. xx 3 
114 John xu 45 
| | 
Luke xxiv g 


xxxiii 11. 20 


118. iv 24 


Gen. «ii 2. 13 
— Kix 1.10.15 
— 6 
Exodus iii 2—6 
— xili 21 
— xiv 19 


115 


116. 


Iſaiah Ixiii g 
Exodus xx 1—g 


— XXXIV 14. 


| " XX11 20 

11 7 Exad. xxix 45, 46 
3 Ilaiah xlv 21 

117 Iſaiah 


TABLE OF TEXTS$- 159 


1 Iſaiah xlvi g 4 


\ 
5 * 5 


James i 117 

118 Gen. xviii 26, 25 
— XIX 13 
Revelations xix 10. | 
Gen. xii 7 | 


XXX1 11. 13 


- XXV111 20, 21 
12, 13 

120 Pſalm xlv 6 

xvi 10 

Iſa. ix 6 

— XXXV 2. 4 


119 


— Xl 9· xXlii — 3 — 
121 — xIvit 11 
Malachi iii 1 
John viii 2g. 
Mat. xii 8 


— Xvi 18, 19 


—— viii 20 ö 


—. Xxxvi 63, 64 
Acts xiv 15 
122 Col. i 16 4 


Epheſians iii 9 + 


1 Cor. x1 18 
Coloſſians 1 17 
Titus i g,.4 

1 Timothy 1y.10 
Romans viu 9g 

1 1. 9. 16 
Hebrews x11 23 
2 Timothy w 1 
Rom, xiy 10 12 
Adds xiv 22 
Epheſians v 5 


* - 


123 Nahum i 2 


Iſaiah xli 8 


124 Acts XX 27 


Coloſſians ii 18 
Acts xvii 18 
1 John iv 1 


126 Matt. xiv 29—33 

127 Acts xiv 11. 13 
John ix 94—38. 

128 Rev. xxli 9 

129 Matt. xv 22—28 


xxi 


129 John 


154 TABLE OF TEXTS. 


129 John v 18 | _ Iſaiah xlv. 18. 2 
Matt. xx1 15, 16 Luke ii 11 

130 Plalm viii 2 Deut. vi 4 
Acts vii 59, 60 136 Matt. xi 27 
— xvii 15. 23 Coloſſians ii g 

131 - 18. 23,24 | 137 John xiv 10 
Romans i 25 - 138 Exod. v f. xx 2 

132 1 Tim. iv 10 | 139 Malachi iii 1 
Matt. v 48 Exodus xxxiii 
Rev. v 11. 13 Iſaiah xl 9—11 
Akts 1 10, 11 140 12 

133 Luke xxiv 2 15—18 28 

134 Heb. x 1.5 IIa. xliii 1113 
Ifa. xlv 17, 18. 22 25.116 
— xIvu 4 141 John viii 28 


135 * xlix 26 


N 1 8. 


